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The White-naped Crane clutch with three eggs 
in Amur Region, Russia   

 I.V. Ishchenko
Blagoveshchensk, Amur Region, Russia, e-mail: skarabei05@mail.ru

On On 25 April 2019, near Muraviovka Village in Tam-
bov District in Amur Region (the Muraviovka Wildlife 
Refuge), a White-naped Crane pair, which incubated a 
clutch, was sighted.
On 2 May, during the nest examination, it was found 
that the clutch contained three eggs.
In 2014, not far from the place of this nest, a pair with 
three grown chicks was observed. The question of 
whether the third chick was its native or whether the 
birds adopted a stranger chick remained open that time 
(Ishchenko, 2014). A new discovering confirmed the as-
sumption that White-naped Cranes can lay and incu-
bate more than two eggs in rare cases. 
On 10 May, both birds stayed near the nest, but did not 
incubate the clutch. On 11 May, the crane behavior did 
not change.
During the nest examination it turned out that there were 
no eggs in the nest. The nest was trampled on; there-
fore, the area of the nest had increased significantly.

After careful examination, a hole with a diameter of 
about 10 cm was discovered in the center of the tray. It 
was covered by the nesting material. The hole led into a 
vast, water-filled cavity under the nest, inside the cavity, 
the eggs were lying at a depth of 20 cm.
The reason for the death of the clutch, apparently, was 
the following. The pair began to build a nest at a time 
when the swamp was still covered with ice, which is 
confirmed by personal observations. Obviously, the 
birds laid the building material on the ice directly. Dur-
ing the spring thaw, a cavity formed under the nest and 
filled with water. Deprived of solid support, the role of 
which the ice played, the bottom of the tray failed under 
the weight of the incubating bird. The eggs rolled into 
the hole and ended up in the water.
After unsuccessful breeding, the pair continued to stay 
at the territory until late July, although they did not lay 
repeated clutch.

О первой в России находке кладки серого журавля 
с тремя яйцами 

 Ю.М. Маркин 
Окский государственный природный биосферный заповедник, Рязанская область, 

Россия, e-mail: yu.markin@mail.ru

16 мая 2018 г. найдено гнездо серого журавля, по-
меченного 17 августа 2017 г. на месте предмиграцион-
ного скопления в окрестностях Окского государствен-
ного природного биосферного заповедника (ОГПБЗ) в 
рамках Израильско-Российского проекта по мечению 
серых журавлей передатчиками. Птица окольцова-
на стандартным металлическим кольцом A223358 и 
цветными пластиковыми кольцами ELSA (красный-бе-
лый-черный сверху вниз) на правую ногу и GPRS-GSM 
передатчиком Ornitela, прикрепленным к двум белым 
кольцам – на левую. 

В кладке оказалось три яйца (рис. 1). 
С 1978 по 1996 гг. автором в ОГПБЗ обследована 

31 кладка серых журавлей. В 30 было по два яйца, и 
лишь в одной кладке – одно яйцо (Маркин, 2013). Л. 
Уолкиншоу (Walkinschaw, 1973), суммировав данные 
из литературных источников по 292 кладкам серых жу-
равлей, получил, что 278 кладок содержали два яйца, 
12 – одно, и лишь в двух кладках было три яйца. 

Насколько известно, это первая в России найден-
ная кладка серого журавля, состоящая из трех яиц.
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Место находки: Рязанская область, Спасский рай-
он р-н, оз. Тишь (54,44247 с.ш., 40,92274 в.д.)

Размеры яиц 1) 104,0 х 64,3 мм, 2) 101,5 х 63,8 мм, 
3) 100,0 х 64,0 мм. 

Судя по окраске скорлупы и форме яиц, можно 
предположить, что они снесены одной самкой (рис. 2).

Рис. 1. Гнездо с тремя яйцами в обводненном ольховом 
лесу. Фото Ю. Маркина
Fig. 1. Nest with three eggs in flooded alder forest. Photo by 
Yu. Markin

Рис. 2. Судя по окраске скорлупы и форме яиц, они при-
надлежали одной самке. Фото Ю. Маркина
Fig. 2. Judging by the color of the shell and the shape of the 
eggs , they belong to one female. Photo by Yu. Markin  

По насиженности яиц, определенной по водному 
тесту, предполагаемый период вылупления – 30 мая – 
4 июня.

В дальнейшем гнездо не обследовали, но осенью 
на местах предмиграционных скоплений эта пара 
встречена без птенцов. 

About the first Eurasian Crane clutch 
with three eggs in Russia

 Yu.M. Markin
Oka State Nature Biosphere Reserve, Ryazan Region, Russia, e-mail: yu.markin@mail.ru

On 16 May 2018 the nest of the Eurasian Crane was 
found. This crane was marked on 17 August 2017 at 
the staging area near Oka State Nature Biosphere Re-
serve, Ryazan Region, within the joint Russia-Israel 
project on tagging of cranes with transmitters. The bird 
was banded with a standard metal band A223358 and 
color plastic bands ELSA (red-white-black from up to 
down) on the right leg and with GPRS-GSM leg-mount-
ed transmitter “Ornitela” – on the left leg.  
There were three eggs in the clutch of this tagged 
crane (Fig. 1). 
From 1978 to 1996, the author found 31 clutches of the 
Eurasian Crane. 30 clutches contained two eggs each, 
and one clutch – one egg (Markin, 2013). L. Walkinschaw 
(1973), adding  data from literary sources on 292 Eurasian 
Crane clutches 278 clutches contained two eggs, 12 con-
tained one, and only two clutches had three eggs each.

As far as I know, this Eurasian Crane clutch with 
three eggs is the first to be found in Russia. Location: 
Ryazan Region, Spassk District, Tish Lake (54,44247 
N,  40,92274 E)
Egg size: 1) 104.0 х 64.3 mm, 2) 101.5 х 63.8 mm, 3) 
100.0 х 64.0 mm. 
Judging by the color of the shell and the shape of the 
eggs, it was proposed that they were laid by one fe-
male (Fig. 2).
By the incubation dates of eggs determined by the wa-
ter test, the estimated hatching period was determined 
as 30 May – 4 June.
In the following days the nest was not examined, but in 
autumn at the staging area this pair was sighted with-
out chicks.
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