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* MIHTEPECHbIE ®AKTbI « INTERESTING FACTS »

On On 25 April 2019, near Muraviovka Village in Tam-
bov District in Amur Region (the Muraviovka Wildlife
Refuge), a White-naped Crane pair, which incubated a
clutch, was sighted.

On 2 May, during the nest examination, it was found
that the clutch contained three eggs.

In 2014, not far from the place of this nest, a pair with
three grown chicks was observed. The question of
whether the third chick was its native or whether the
birds adopted a stranger chick remained open that time
(Ishchenko, 2014). A new discovering confirmed the as-
sumption that White-naped Cranes can lay and incu-
bate more than two eggs in rare cases.

On 10 May, both birds stayed near the nest, but did not
incubate the clutch. On 11 May, the crane behavior did
not change.

During the nest examination it turned out that there were
no eggs in the nest. The nest was trampled on; there-
fore, the area of the nest had increased significantly.

The White-naped Crane clutch with three eggs
in Amur Region, Russia

.V. Ishchenko

BLAGOVESHCHENSK, AMUR REGION, RUSSIA, E-MAIL: SKARABEIOS@MAIL.RU

After careful examination, a hole with a diameter of
about 10 cm was discovered in the center of the tray. It
was covered by the nesting material. The hole led into a
vast, water-filled cavity under the nest, inside the cavity,
the eggs were lying at a depth of 20 cm.

The reason for the death of the clutch, apparently, was
the following. The pair began to build a nest at a time
when the swamp was still covered with ice, which is
confirmed by personal observations. Obviously, the
birds laid the building material on the ice directly. Dur-
ing the spring thaw, a cavity formed under the nest and
filled with water. Deprived of solid support, the role of
which the ice played, the bottom of the tray failed under
the weight of the incubating bird. The eggs rolled into
the hole and ended up in the water.

After unsuccessful breeding, the pair continued to stay
at the territory until late July, although they did not lay
repeated clutch.

16 mas 2018 . HangeHo rHes3fo ceporo Xypaens, no-
mMeyeHHoro 17 asrycta 2017 r. Ha MecTe npeaMurpaumoH-
HOrO CKOMmMeHns B okpecTHocTax OKCKOro rocyaapcTBeH-
Horo npupoaHoro 6uocdepHoro 3anosegHuka (OlMB3) B
pamkax M3spaunbcko-Poccuickoro npoekta no MeveHuio
cepbix >Xypasrnew nepegatyvkamu. [Trua okonbLoBa-
Ha CTaHOApPTHbIM MeTannmMyecknm konbuom A223358 u
LBETHLIMW NIIACTUKOBBLIMU KomnbLamu ELSA (kpacHbIin-6e-
NblN-YepHbI CBEPXY BHWU3) Ha npasyto Hory n GPRS-GSM
nepegatymkom Ornitela, npukpenneHHbIM K ABYM GenbiM
KomnbLam — Ha neByto.

O nepgoii B Poccun HaxoaKe KJIAJAKU CEPOro KypaBJist
C TpeMs AAaMu

10.M. MapkuH

OKCKWI roCYAAPCTBEHHbIN MPUPOOHbBIN BUOCDHEPHbIN 3ANMOBEAHUK, PA3AHCKASA OBNACTb,
Poccus, E-MAIL: YU.MARKIN@MAIL.RU

B knapke okasanocb Tpu saiiua (puc. 1).

C 1978 no 1996 rr. aBTopom B OITIBE3 obcnenosaHa
31 knagka cepbix Xypasnei. B 30 6bin1o no gga anua, u
nvWwb B ofgHOW knagke — ogHo anuo (MapkuH, 2013). J1.
YonkuHwoy (Walkinschaw, 1973), cymmrpoBaB AaHHble
N3 NTEepaTypHbIX MICTOYHUKOB No 292 Kragkam cephbiX Xy-
paBsnew, nonyyun, 4To 278 knagok cogepXanv Aea anua,
12 — ogHO, 1 NWWb B ABYX Kragkax bbino Tpy snua.

Hackonbko n3BecTHo, 310 nepeasi B Poccun Hangex-
Hasi Knazka ceporo Xypaensi, COCTOsILLas U3 Tpex AL,
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* MIHTEPECHbBIE ®AKTbI ¢« INTERESTING FACTS ¢

Puc. 1. l’He3do ¢ mpems siliyamu 8 06800HEHHOM OJIbXO80M
necy. ®omo F0. MapkuHa

Fig. 1. Nest with three eggs in flooded alder forest. Photo by

Yu. Markin

MecTto Haxogku: PasaHckast obnacTtb, Cnacckuii pan-
OH p-H, 03. Tuwb (54,44247 c.w., 40,92274 B.4.)

Pa3amepbl auy 1) 104,0 x 64,3 mm, 2) 101,5 x 63,8 mMm,
3) 100,0 x 64,0 Mmm.

Cyas no okpacke ckopnynbl U ¢popme siuL, MOXHO
NpeanonoXuTb, YTO OHU CHECEHbI OHON caMKou (puc. 2).

Puc. 2. Cy0s no okpacke ckopnynbl u ¢hopmMe Uy, OHU Npu-
Hadnexanu o0Hol camke. ®omo 0. MapkuHa

Fig. 2. Judging by the color of the shell and the shape of the
eggs , they belong to one female. Photo by Yu. Markin

Mo HacvxeHHOCTW AuL, onpedeneHHOW Mo BOOAHOMY
TecTy, npeanonaraemblvi nepuog BoinynnexHnsa — 30 masi —
4 noHs.

B pganbHenwem rHe3no He obcrnenoBann, HO OCEHbIO
Ha MecTax NpPeaMUrpauMOHHbBIX CKOMMEHU 3dTa napa
BCTpeyeHa 6e3 NTeHLIoB.

About the first Eurasian Crane clutch
with three eggs in Russia

Yu.M. Markin

OKA STATE NATURE BIOSPHERE RESERVE, RYAZAN REGION, RUSSIA, E-MAIL: YU.MARKIN@MAIL.RU

On 16 May 2018 the nest of the Eurasian Crane was
found. This crane was marked on 17 August 2017 at
the staging area near Oka State Nature Biosphere Re-
serve, Ryazan Region, within the joint Russia-Israel
project on tagging of cranes with transmitters. The bird
was banded with a standard metal band A223358 and
color plastic bands ELSA (red-white-black from up to
down) on the right leg and with GPRS-GSM leg-mount-
ed transmitter “Ornitela” — on the left leg.

There were three eggs in the clutch of this tagged
crane (Fig. 1).

From 1978 to 1996, the author found 31 clutches of the
Eurasian Crane. 30 clutches contained two eggs each,
and one clutch — one egg (Markin, 2013). L. Walkinschaw
(1973), adding data from literary sources on 292 Eurasian
Crane clutches 278 clutches contained two eggs, 12 con-
tained one, and only two clutches had three eggs each.

As far as | know, this Eurasian Crane clutch with
three eggs is the first to be found in Russia. Location:
Ryazan Region, Spassk District, Tish Lake (54,44247
N, 40,92274 E)

Egg size: 1) 104.0 x 64.3 mm, 2) 101.5 x 63.8 mm, 3)
100.0 x 64.0 mm.

Judging by the color of the shell and the shape of the
eggs, it was proposed that they were laid by one fe-
male (Fig. 2).

By the incubation dates of eggs determined by the wa-
ter test, the estimated hatching period was determined
as 30 May — 4 June.

In the following days the nest was not examined, but in
autumn at the staging area this pair was sighted with-
out chicks.
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