Pabouas rpynna no »xypasnsm EBpasum

WMHCTUTYT npobnem akonoruu n aontoumn nm. A.H. CeepuoBa
Poccunckon akagemum Hayk

Crane Working Group of Eurasia
Severtsov’ Institute of Ecology and Evolution Russian Academy of Science

WH®OPMALMOHHBbIU BIONNETEHb
PABOYEW IPYMMbI MO XXYPABNAM EBPA3UU

Ne 15

NEWSLETTER
OF CRANE WORKING GROUP OF EURASIA

#15

MockBa - 2020
Moscow - 2020



ISBN 978-5-85941-486-4

NHdbopmaumoHHbIn 6ronneteHb Paboyen rpynnbl No xypasnsam EBpasuun.
2020. Ne15. M., 246 c.

OtBeTcTBEHHbIN pepakTop: E.N. UnbaweHko
PeueHseHTbl: A.®. KoBwapsb, A.J1. MuLieHko
Penakums aHrnuiickoro Tekcta: b. MNductep

®oTo Ha nepegHern obnoxke C.M. CnenuoBa: CTepxyM BOCTOYMHOW MOMyNsAUUM Ha MECTe MUrPaLMOHHON
OCTaHOBKM B HaumoHansHoM npupogHoM pesepate Momore, Kutan, 2007 r.

®oT1o Ha 3agHen obnoxke C.M. Cnenuosa: cTepx BOCTOMHOM MOMYNsAUMM HAa MecTax rHe3foBaHusa B AKyTum,
Poccus (BepxHee) n KOdelt [xma: cTepxm BOCTOYHOW MONyMsSLUK Ha MecTe 3UMMOBKM Ha 03. [losHr, Kutai
(cpenHee 1 HMXHee)

YTBepXOEHO K NeyaTun YyeHbiM coBeTOM MIHCTUTYTa npobriem akonorum n asonoummn um. A.H. Cesep-
uosa Poccumnckon akagemmn Hayk

Newsletter of the Crane Working Group of Eurasia. 2020. #15. Moscow, 246 p.

Executive Editor: E. Ilyashenko
Reviewers: A.F. Kovshar, A.L. Mishchenko
Editing of English text: B. Pfister

Photo on the front cover by S. Sleptsov: Siberian Cranes of the Eastern population at the migration stopover in
Momoge National Nature Reserve, China, 2007

Photo on the back cover by S. Sleptsov: a Siberian Crane at breeding grounds in Yakutia, Russia (upper), and
by Yifei Jia: Siberian Cranes of the Eastern population at wintering grounds on the Poyang Lake (middle and
lower)

Approved by Scientific Council of Severtsov’ Institute of Ecology and Evolution Russain Academy of

Science

© Pabo4as rpynna no xypaenam Espasuu
© Crane Working Group of Eurasia
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JyouyHb — nmpudexuine 1Js nmepejaeTHbIX JaypPCKUX
’KypaBJied B npoBUHUUM BayTpennsas MoHnroamus, Kurai

C. MUNnNUHIToH

MEXOYHAPOOHBIN ®OH OXPAHbI XXYPABINEWN, BAPABY, CLLA
E-MAIL: SPIKE@SAVINGCRANS.ORG

23 okTta6ps 2019 r., nocne coBeLLaHUs No NOLrOTOB-
Ke OONroCPOYHON CTpaTerMm CoOXpaHeHusi Xypasnen Ha
BOCTOYHOA3MaTCKOM NPofeTHoM nyTu (cM. MunmamMHITOH
1 Ap., AaHHbIN BbINYCK, CTP. ??7?), rpynna y4acTHUKOB Mo-
cetuna lWunuH Mon B npoBuHUmy BHyTpeHHAA MoHronus
B Kutae. B coctas rpynnbl Bxoamnu Oxxopmx Apumbanba,
Cnaiik MunnuurtoH, Cy JlunHe n Knep MupaHge (Mex-
OyHapoaHbI doHa oxpaHbl xkypasnen, CLUA), Hambasap
Batbasp n HatcargopxuiiH LleBeeHmsigar (MoHronus),
Enena UnbsaweHko n Oner MNopowko (Poccus) (puc. 1).
Liss Ndan n gsoe acnupaHToB M3 [MeknHckoro neco-
TEXHUYECKOro yHMBepcuTeTa gononHunu rpynny. Llens
BM3UTa — MOUCK JAYyPCKMUX XypaBrnen Ha MecTe UX Mu-
rpaLMoOHHON OCTAHOBKE Ha 3anagHOM NPOSIETHOM MyTU.
Ha cnegyowmii geHb, 24 okT0psl, BbINaBLUWA CHEr
nomMeLuan Hallen noesgke Ha Mecta obuTaHus Xypas-
nen. YTpoM Mbl BCTPETUIUCH C OOMKHOCTHBIMU NMuamm
JlecHoro 6topo LnnuH-Tona gns obcyXaeHns BaxXHOCTH
COXpaHeHUs MecTa MUrpaLMOHHON OCTaHOBKWU B OKpyre
OyonyHb (puc. 2). A 3aTem NOCeTUNM HavanbHyo LUKO-
1y ¥ MEeCTHbIN Konneax, 4tobbl pacckasaTtb yyallMMcs
0 paypckux xypaensx (puc. 3). Besge Hac BcTpevyanu ¢
WHTEPECOM 1 3HTY3na3mom (puc. 4)!

Puc. 1. YyacmHuku nocemunu okpecmHocmu Lunux-lon e

nposuHyuu BuympeHHsiss MoHzonus. @omo O. Nopowko

Fig. 1. Participants of visit on Duolun County, Inner Mongolia.
Photo by O. Goroshko

Puc. 2. CosewjaHue ¢ 00/mKHOCMHbIMU nuyamu Bropo necHozo
xo3siticmea LWunux-Mona. ®omo O. Nopowko

Fig. 2. Meeting with Xilinghote Forest Bureau officials. Photo
by O. Goroshko

Puc. 3. Oxopdx Apyubanbd (M®OX) u Hambasp Bam6asip
(MoHeonusi) pacckasanu cmydeHmam o OaypCKUX KYpaerisix.
®omo E. UnbsiweHKo.

Fig. 3. George Archibald (ICF) and Nyambayar Batbayar (Mon-
golia) tell students stories about White-naped Cranes. Photo
by E. llyashenko
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Puc. 4. lMpedcmasumenb M®OXX Cy JluuHb 8 uzpoeoli ghpopme
no3Hakomusna MIadWux WKOSIbHUKO8 C OCHOBHbIMU npobiie-
Mamu coxpaHeHusl Xypaesnel u mecm ux obumaHusi. domo
E. UnbsiwweHko

Fig. 4. Su Liying, ICF representative, tells children about crane
conservation. Photo by E. llyashenko

Ha cnepyowmn geHb 25 okTabps Mbl NPOZOMHKUN
Hal NyTb B CONPOBOXOEHUW BOMOHTEPOB, (hoTorpados
N VHCMEKTOPOB MECTHOW fecHOW cryxbbl u npubbinm
Ha BOAHO-GOMOTHOE yrogbe B MPOBUHLMANbLHOM pe3ep-
BaTe banbiHkynyH (43.009 c.w., 116.338 B.A.) B OKpecT-
HocTax WwunuH-Ton (puc. 5, 6). PesepBaT co3gaH pagu
COXpaHEeHUs1 PEenuKTOBBLIX Yaek, KoTopble B MocnegHue
rogbl rHe3gsTCA 34echb Ha o3epe. Ha okpyxatowmx ose-
po nacTtbuliax KOPMUIIUCb OKOMO COTHW AaypCKUX Ky-
paBren n TbiICAYM T'YMEHHUKOB U Cepbix rycen (puc. 8).
MpocnenoBaB ganblie B OKpyr [yonyHb, BEHEPOM Mbl
npubbinM B OOMWHY pekn Ha BOAHO-60MoTHOE yroabe
lMNywaHum (42,007 c.w., 116,338 B.4.), rae pacnonoxeHo
MEeCTO HOYEBKM AAaypcKux Xypaenen (puc. 7, 8). 3gech
C HebBOomMbLLOro XonmMa, BO3BbILAoLerocs Hag AONUHON,
Mbl YBMAENW CHavana naATb Apody, a 3arem ychblwanm
KPVKM JAypCKUX KypaBrewn, XOOuBLLUMX MO 3aMep3LuemMy
6onoTy. Ha 3akate K HUM MPUCOEANHWUIUCH NTULbI, NPK-
neTeBLUMEe Ha HOYEBKY C nonen. Ha cnegyowmin geHb,
26 okTAbps, Ha YTPEHHEM yyeTe HacduiTanu 3gecb 319
OaypCcKux, YeTblpex YepHbIX U OOHOro Ceporo >Xypasns
(puc. 9). B aTOT e AeHb BCTPETUNUCH C NpeacTaBnTens-
MW flenapTaMeHTa NIecHOro xo3amncrea okpyra [yonyHsb.
B npupogooxpaHHon nonutuke Kutas Ans sToro okpyra
Ba)HbIM NpuoputeToM sBnsetca 6opbba ¢ onyCTbIHM-
BaHWEM ¥ necdaHbiMu BypsMuy, KOTOpbIE 3aTparMBatoT u
MekvH. MoaToMy 3A4ech akTUBHO BblCaXWBaOT AepeBbs
(pnc. 10), 1 B nocnegHue rofbl APeBECHbIN MOKPOB yBe-
nnunncs B gecatb pas. OKpyr nNpu3HaeT BaXHOCTb BO-
OHO-60M0THLIX Yyrogui ANS MUrpupYoLWMX NTUL, 1 pa3pa-
BaTbiBaeT nnaH ynpaBneHus 1 oxpaHbl BOOHO-60MO0THbIX
Yyrogun, KOTopblv, Hageemcsi, UCKITYUT nocagku gepe-
BbEB B MeCTax OTAblXa Xypasnemu.

Puc. 5. [lposuHyuanbHbil pesepeam balbIHKy/nyH — eaXHoe
Mecmo 2He3008aHUs1 peslukmosbix Yaek. ®omo O. [opowko

Fig. 5. Baiyinkulun Provincial Reserve has a lake where a colo-
ny of Relict Gulls breed. Photo by O. Goroshko
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Puc. 6. XKypaenu u 2ycu kopmsimcsi Ha nacm6uujax eokpye eo-
0OHO-60/10MHO20 y200bs BalibiHKynyH. @omo O. opouwKo.

Fig. 6. Cranes and geese feed on pastures around Baiyinkulun
Wetland. Photo by O. Goroshko

Puc. 7. YyacmHuku Ha xonme Had peqHol donuHol MNywaHyu,
Mecma HovYeeKu daypcKux xypaesel. ®omo O. [opowko

Fig. 7. Participants near Gushanzi Wetland, the roosting site of
the White-naped Crane. Photo by O. Goroshko
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Puc. 8. BoOHo-60nomHoe y2o0be 'ywaHyu — Mecmo Ho4Yyeeku
daypckux xypaenel u dpog. Pomo O. [opowko

Fig. 8. Gushanzi Wetland is a roosting site for migratory White-
naped Cranes nad bustards. Photo by O. Goroshko

Puc. 9. H. LjeseeHmsidaz u acnupaHmbl Ha ympeHHeM yyeme
JKypaeneu. ®omo E. UnbsweHKo

Fig. 9. N. Tseveenmyadag and Chinese students count cranes
flying off roosting site. Photo by E. llyashenko

Puc. 10. B okpyze QyonyHb 0ns 60pb6bl ¢ onycmbIHUBaHUEM
abIcaxxuearom depeebsi. Yomo E. UnbssweHko

Fig. 10. In Duolun County tree planting is actively encouraged
in the fight against desertification. Photo by E. llyashenko

Mbl npogomkunn Haw nyTb BAOMAb PEYHOW MONMBbI
(42.332 c.w., 116.209 B.4.) U obHapyxunu 6Gonbluoe
CKONIIeHNe Xypasnen, KOPMUBLUNXCA Ha CeNbCKOX035M-
CTBeHHbIX nonax. OHO cOoCcToAMNO, rMaBHbLIM 06pa3oM, 13
cepbix xxypaenen (700 ocoben), ¢ HUMKU OepKanncb OKO-
no 300 gaypckux U oaMH YepHbIN XypaBnb. Takum 06-
pa3om, B okpecTHocTsx WnnmH-Mon n okpyre OyonyHb B
KOHLe OKTs0psi yuTeHo okono 700 gaypckux Xypasnen.
MOHronbCckMe OpPHUTONOrMM OBHAPYXUNN B CKOMMEHUN
Ha MecTe HOYEBKM ABYX OaypPCKUX XypaBren C LBETHbI-
MU KOmnbLaMKn, MOMEYEHHbIX MU B MOHronmmM u ogHoro
XKypaBnsi, nomeveHHoro npodeccopom yo HOMuHeM
(MexknHCKMIN NecoTexHNnYeckun yHmeepcuteT). bonbLioe
3HayeHne okpyra [yonyHb ONA MUrpupylowmnx NTuL
YyCTaHOBIEHO, briarogaps MeYeHno AaypCKux xypasnemn
nepegatyvkamu B MoHronum (H. Batbasip, nu4H. co-
o6ww.) n B 3abaikanbe (FOpOLLKO 1 Ap., AaHHbIN BbIMYCK,
c. 154). MTuupl, MUrpmpytoLLme Ha MecTa 3MMOBKM Ha 03.
MosiHr Ha toro-BocToK KnTas, UCNonb3yloT 3Ty TeppuTo-
pUIO Kak BO BPEMSI OCEHHEN, TaK U BO BPEMSI BECEeHHEeN
Murpauuin. [ins coxpaHeHusi 3anagHon nonynaumy na-
YPCKMX XypaBrnen HeobxoanMo obecnevnTb UX oxpaHy
Ha BCEX BaXKHbIX MeCTaxX MUrPaLMOHHbIX OCTaHOBOK Ha
NPONeTHOM MyTu.
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Duolun, a refuge for White-naped Cranes
in Inner Mongolia Province, China

S. Millington

INTERNATIONAL CRANE FOUNDATION, BARABOO, USA
E-MAIL: SPIKE@SAVINGCRANES.ORG

On 23 October 2019, after the workshop on develop-
ing a long-term strategy for crane conservation in the
East Asian Flyway (see Millington and al, this issue,
p. ), a small group of participants visited Xilinghote in
Inner Mongolia Province. The group included George
Archibald, Spike Millington, Su Liying, and Claire Mi-
rande from International Crane Foundation, Nyamba-
yar Batbayar and N. Tseveenmaydag from Mongolia
and Elena llyashenko and Oleg Goroshko from Russia
(Fig. 1). Jia Yifei and two of his interns from Beijing
Forestry University rounded out the group. We were on
a quest for White-naped Cranes at their most important
migration stopover on the western flyway. The snowy
conditions next morning of 24" October precluded im-
mediate travel, so we had a meeting with Xilinghote
Forest Bureau officials in the morning, followed by a
visit to a primary school in the afternoon and a local
college in the evening (Fig. 2, 3). We were enthusiasti-
cally received by all levels and ages (Fig. 4)!

The next day on 25 October, we set out in a convoy,
along with a couple of dedicated volunteers, photogra-
phers and local forest police, to a nearby Baiyinkulun
Wetland (43.009 N, 116.338 E) is known for its large
colony of nesting Relict Gulls (Fig. 5). Nearly 100
White-naped Cranes and flocks of Bean and Grey-
lag Geese fed near the lake (Fig. 6). We then pushed
on to Duolun, arriving at Gushanzi Wetland (42.007
N, 116.338 E) in the late afternoon (Fig. 7). Here a
small hill overlooks a wonderful, hummocky wetland
in the valley (Fig. 8). First up was a flock of five Great
Bustards, then calling cranes. About 150 White-naped

Cranes feeding in the valley were joined by an equal
number flying into the roosting site as the dusk deep-
ened. An early morning count the next day of 26th
October, revealed 319 White-naped Cranes, as well
as a sole Hooded Crane and four Eurasian Cranes
(Fig. 9). That same day we met with Duolun County
forestry officials. Duolun is seen as an important en-
vironmental priority in the fight against desertification,
and the resultant sandstorms affecting distant Beijing.
Tree planting is actively encouraged and indeed tree
cover has increased ten-fold in recent years (Fig. 10).
The county recognizes that wetlands are also impor-
tant and is in the process of developing a wetland
management and protection plan. Hopefully, this will
discourage tree planting in the wetlands!

We continued our way along the river floodplain
(42.332 N, 116.209 E) and encountered more flocks
of cranes in the agricultural fields. These were mostly
Eurasian Cranes, 700 in total, but also 300 White-
naped and one Hooded Crane. The birds were differ-
ent from the roosting cranes, so the total of White-
naped Cranes was about 700 in the Xilinghote and
Duolun areas. The Mongolian ornithologists were
happy, having seen two of their color-banded birds
tagged in Mongolia. They and Oleg Goroshko greatly
appreciated the chance to see where their breeding
White-naped Cranes stop prior to their continuing
journey to winter around the Poyang Lake in south-
east China. To save declining White-naped Cranes in
their western flyway, it is needed to work with all these
areas to protect wetlands and conserve cranes.
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