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IHamsaTu AiiBapa JleiTo
(1954-2018)

Awnap JlenTto poguncsa 24 aerycta 1954
r. 8 . OTensd n poc B MHOroAETHOW CeMbe —
y Hero 6bino Tpy 6paTta n ogHa cectpa. Ero
poaHon 6pat TUIT Takke cTan OPHUTOSIOMOM.
[Nocne okoH4aHus cpeaHen wkonbl Ne1 r. Xa-
ancany AriBap nocTtynun Ha uonoro-reorpa-
duyecknin dakynbTeT TapTycKoro yHMBepcu-
TeTa, Kotopbln okoHuMn B 1981 r. MMaBHbIM
mMecTom ero paboTbl ctan MHCTUTYT npupoapl
(no3xe nepeMmMeHOBaHHbIN B YHUBEPCUTET),
B KOTOPOM OH NpOLUEen MyTb OT MHXeHepa A0
BedyLLEero Hay4yHoro CoTpyaHuka.

OCHOBHbIMW OBbekTaMn €ero uccnego-
BaHMN ObinM ABa Buaa ntuy: Genowekas
Kasapka n cepblil Xypasrb. [locnenHuin sng
OH Havan mnayyatb ¢ 1982 1., a B 1996 r. ctan

KoopamnHatopom EBponerickon paboyen rpynnbl o Xy-
paBnsim B SCTOHWM.

B 1999 r. oH nepBbIM B OCTOHWU OCBOWI paamo cne-
XeHue ntuu, a B 2001 . — cnyTHUKOBOE crexeHuve. B pe-
3ynerate 3TMX WCCReaoBaHW BbISICHUIOCH, YTO KpoMe
MECT 3UMOBKM B Vicnanmnm n LleHTpanbHoln EBpone cepble
XypaBnu C BOCTOKa OCTOHMW YNeTaroT 3MmMoBaTh B Ou-
onuto. Aiieap Jlento onybnukosan okono 200 Hay4HbIX U
Hay4HO-MONYNAPHbIX CTaTer, Hanucan Tpu KHUMM 1 ctan
aBTOpoM cueHapusa ana dunbma «\Valgepdsk-lagle» «be-

Alieap Jlelimo 3a ceoum pa6o4um cmosiom e 2011 20dy. ®omo c caiima:
https://et.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aivar_Leito

Aivar Leito at his working desk in 2011. Photo from the website:
https://et.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aivar_Leito

nowekas kazapka» (Tallinnfilm, 1993). Opyron ero pmnbm
“Vaba nagu kurg” («CBoG0ogHbIN, Kak >KypaBfb») NoKasaH
B ceHTA06pe 2018 . Ha checTmBane unbLMOB O Npupoae
B Marcany.

Byoyun akTuBHbIM MccriegoBatenem M nonynsipusa-
TOPOM XypaBrnen u rycein, AvBap Obin U3BeCTeH cpeaun
Xntenen OCTOHUM KaK «XKYPaBMMHbIA M TYCUHbBIN OA05%.
AviBap JlenTo aBnsancs uneHom npasnenus (1991-2000
) n 3amecTtutenem npeacegatena Coseta O6uiectsa
opHuTonoroe 3ctoHun (2000-2003 rr.) 1 BXOAMN B CO-

CTaB pedaKkuUMOHHOW Konneruu xypHana
«Hirundo» (1994-2013 rr.). B 2014 1. oH
ctan Jlaypeatom npemumn No oxpaHe npu-
poabl umexnn Opuka Kymapu. B 2015 r.
AriBap nsbpaH No4E€THbIM YrieHom OO6LLe-
CTBa OPHUTONOroB OCTOHUN.

AriBap JlenTo nokunHyn Hac 21 ceHTa-
6ps1 2018 r. B Bo3pacTe 64 ner.

E.J. lepeaanuH

MeH36upoeckoe opHUMoOI02UYecKoe
obujecmeo, e-mail: zoolit@mail.ru

Alieap Jlelimo cnedum 3a CHabXEHHbIM paduo nepedamyukoM cepbiM Xypae-
N1éM ¢ noMowbr0 aHmeHHbl. ®omo ¢ cauima https://www.looduskalender.ee/n/ru/
node/2819

Aivar Leito with aerial during radio tracking of the marked Eurasian Crane. Photo

from the website: https://www.looduskalender.ee/n/ru/node/2819
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On the memory of Aivar Leito
(1954-2018)

Aivar Leito was born on 24 August 1954 in Otepa3,
and grew up in a big family — he had three brothers
and one sister. His brother Tiit also became an orni-
thologist. Aivar, after finishing the Secondary School
#1 in Haapsalu, became a student of Biology and Ge-
ography Faculty of Tartu University and graduated in
1981.

His main working place was Nature Institute (later re-
named in University), where his carrier went from an
engineer to the leading scientist. The main objects of
his studies were two bird species: the Barnacle Goose
(Branta leucopsis) and the Eurasian Crane (Grus
grus). In 1999 Aivar was the first ornithologist to use
radio tracking for wild birds in Estonia and in 2001 —
satellite tracking. Because of his studies, it was re-
vealed that Eurasian Cranes from Eastern Europe fly
to winter in Israel and Ethiopia in addition to flying to
wintering sites in Spain and Central Europe.

Aivar published about 200 scientific and scientific-
popular articles, wrote three books and a script for the
documentary film “Barnacle Goose” (“Valgeposk-la-

gle”) (Tallinnfilm, 1993). Another documentary “Vaba
nagu kurg” (Free like Crane) was shown in Septem-
ber 2018 during Wildlife Film Festival in Matsalu Na-
ture Reserve.

Being an active researcher and promoter of cranes
and geese, Aivar was well known among people in
Estonia as “Crane and Geese Uncle». Aivar Leito
was a member of the Board (1991-2000) and Vice-
Chairman of Council of the Estonian Ornithologi-
cal Society (2000-2003) and a member of Editorial
Board of «Hirundo» Journal (1994-2013). In 2014, he
was awarded with Nature Conservation Award in the
name of Erik Kumari. In 2015 Aivar Leito was elected
as Honourable Member of Estonian Ornithological
Society.

Aivar Leito 64 years old, left us on 21 September
2018.

J.E. Shergalin

Menzbier Ornithological Society,
e-mail: zoolit@mail.ru
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Aiieap Jlelimo Ha koHbepeHyuu Eeponetickol paboyell 2pynnbi o xypaenam e [aliokanme, UcnaHusi, 8 2014 2. Pomo X. [paHze
Aivar Leito at the European Crane Conference in Gallocanta, Spain, in 2014. Photo by H. Prange
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