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* HAWA NMAMATb « OUR MEMORY e

JKEUMC TOMAC XPPPUC
(1950-2018)

“Heymornkaemble Kpuku xypaernel eceeo mupa 38y4am ce2o0Hs
reyasnbHee — Xypaernu rnomepsau npedaHHo20 um opyaa, a
PpA0bI 3aWUMHUKO8 OUKOU npuUpPoObl — UCMUHHO20 2eposi”

KeHHem Cmpowm, HayuoHansHoe OdoboHosckoe obuwiecmeo, CLUA

BnepsBble Mbl noBcTpeyanu [xuma Xoppuca ne-
Tom 1989 r., korga xopax Apunbanba, co-ocHoBaTerb
MexgyHapoaHoro coHaa oxpaHbl xypasnen (MPOX) B
wTaTte BuckoHCWH, npurnacun Hac anga paboTel Haa nep-
BbIM NNIaHOM AENCTBUIN MO COXPaAHEHWUIO XypaBnen Mupa.
OTOT BbICOKMI XyOoLlaBbli aMeEpPUKaHeL,, Hall POBECHUK,
cpa3y pacronoxwur Hac kK cebe CBOMM MpeKpacHbIM YyB-
CTBOM toMopa, A0o6pon 1 Tennon ynblbkon, 3apasutenb-
HbIM CMEXOM M HenogderbHbIM UMHTEPECOM K MoasM u
nTuuam. kM xoTen 3HaTb Kak MOXHO GorbLLe 0 XypaBs-
nsax Cosetckoro Coto3a 1, ocobeHHo, [JansHero Boctoka
Poccuu. Yenbiwas Halwm pacckasbl O peakux Kypasnsx v
apyrux ntuuax toxHoro Mpuamypbs, n 0ocobeHHo 06 yaun-
BUTENbHbIX, HO HE OXPaHsieMbIX rOCy4apCTBOM XypaBnu-
HbIX M @aUCTVHbIX BOAHO-BOMOTHbIX yroabsax 6rn3 gepesHn
MypaBbeBka B TamboBckoM parnoHe Amypckon obnacTtu,
y rpaHuubl ¢ Knutaem, oH HemeaneHHo nogxsaTun Hally
MEYTY COXpaHUTb 3TU MecTa. B To Bpems nuaepsl MOOX

CTPEMUIUCE K Pa3BUTUIO COTPYAHUYECTBA C COBETCKUMU
napTHepamu — B NepByto odepenpb, YTobbl COXpaHWUTL BO-
OHO-60MOoTHbIE yroabs Ha o3epe XaHKa — Kinto4eBble rHes-
[00BbS ANOHCKOrO >XypaBns. B kayecTBe HayanbHOro Lwara
ObINO peLleHO NPOBECTU BCTPEYY COBETCKMX U KUTANCKNX
akcneptoB B MPOX. MnaHbl opraHM3aumm 3To BCTpe4n
obcyxaanvcb Ha MexxayHapogHo KoOHEPEHUMM MO XKy-
paenam B TannvHHe B ceHTabpe 1989 r., n oHa ¢ 6onb-
lWKnm ycnexom Obina npoBedeHa B BuckoHcuHe B Mae
1990 r. OgHMM M3 BaXxkHbIX ee pesynbTaTtoB cTano Mexay-
HapofHoe paboyee coBeLlaHue Mo Xypaensm 1M auctam
Mpramypbs, nposegeHHoe B uone 1992 r. Ha Tennoxo-
e, KypcupyoLmmM BBEPX 1 BHU3 Mo AMYpy 1 Aenatowmm
OCTaHOBKM B MecCTax, KOTopble HeobGXOOMMO COXpaHWUTb
(puc. 1). Oxopox, xum n Cepren cymenn cobpaTtb OKo-
1o 80 yyeHbIx 1 xypHanucToB 13 11 ctpaH (Poccum, KHP,
loHkoHra, AnoHun, KOxHon Kopen M Heckonbkux CTpaH
EBponbl u AMepuikn).
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Cniesa Hanpaeo: [xum Xappuc, Cepzeli CMupeHckuli u [xxopdx
Apyubanb0 Ha 6opmy mennoxoda eo epemsi MexxdyHapodHo-
20 coeeuwjaHusi 1o xypaensiMm u aucmam 6acceliHa peku Amyp.
Wonb 1992 e.

From the left to the right: Jim Harris, Sergei Smirenski and
George Archibald on the boat during International Workshop on
Cranes and Storks of the Amur River Basin, July 1992.

OTW BCTPeYM M coBellaHve, a Takke TUTaHu4eckme
yeunus B.HO. MnbsweHko Bckope NoOMOrmM ocHoBaTh (Mo-
cne 70-neTHen BONokuTbI!) rocyaapCTBEHHbIN NPUPOAHbI
3anoBefHUK «XaHKaNCKUN», MHULMMPOBATb POCCUMCKO-
KWTaNcKoe COTPYOHUYECTBO B U3YHEHUUN N OXpPaHe TpaHC-
rPaHMYHbIX NMPUPOAHBLIX TEPPUTOPUIA, a TakKe CO3AaTb
MypaBbeBCKkuiA Napk yCTONYMBOIO 3eMIEnOonb30BaHNS.

[bxm Ob1n yOexxaéH, 4To cambl BaXHbIN U OEACTBEH-
HbI MeTof, COXpaHeHUsi NPMPOAbl — 3TO 3KOMOrMyeckoe
npocBeeLLeHne noapacraroLlero nokoneHus. Noatomy no
€ero MHMUMaTMBE MNEepPBbIM MEeXOYHapOOHbLIM MPOEKTOM
MypaBbeBCKOro napka crana JeTHsIi pOCCUIACKO-aMepu-
KaHcKas aKonornyeckasi CMeHa, Korga B elle He cylle-
CTBYHOLMA O0puLmanbHO napk B uoHe 1994 r. npuexanm
BOCEMb y4UTENen 1 CbeMoyHas rpynmna ¢ o6LLecTBEHHOro
TenekaHana wrarta Heto xepcu. C Tex nop 6onee Tpex
ThICSY LUKOSIbHVMKOB BCEX BO3PACTOB, YUMTENEN U YYEHbBIX
poccuiickoro [JanbHero Boctoka, MockBbl, KasaxcTtaHa,
CLA, ctpaH EBponbl 1 TUXOKEaHCKOro pernoHa npoLunm
MOOrOTOBKY B €XErofHblX MeXAYHapOAHbIX 3Konornye-
ckux (a ¢ 2001 r. — NIMHrBO-3KONOMMYECKNX) NETHUX LLUKO-
nax MypasbeBckoro napka. [pknum ¢ OrpoMHbIM 3HTY3U-
a3MOM MpUHMMAT y4acTue B HECKOIbKMUX TaKMX CMEHax B
1994-2000 rr., a B nocneayoLime roabl NpakTUYeckn exe-
rogHo npvesxan B napk u3 Kutas, rge oH pabotan, 4tobbl
nontoboBaTbCs NpraMypckMmMn Nnpoctopamu, NTuuamu, a
Takke noobLatbcs ¢ Apy3bsiMu, KOTopbix kum co Bpe-
MeHeM 0Bpén Hemarno.

Ponb [kvma B cosgaHum MypaBbeBCKOro napka u B
pas3BUTUM €ro MHOTOCTOPOHHEN [OEeATENIbHOCTU HEeBO3-
MOXHO nepeoueHnTb. [kum Obin TBEPAO yOexaéH, 4To
COXpaHeHWe >XypaBrnew, aucToB MU Apyrnx BOAHO-6OMOT-

xum e nemHem akonozuyeckom sazepe 8 Kumae e 2013 2.

Jim in the summer ecological camp in China in 2013

HbIX MTWL, HaxoOsaLWMXCA NoA Yrpo3or WMCYE3HOBEHUS,
3aBUCUT OT CTEMEHU 3IKOMOrMYecKoro CO3HaHWsA ntoaew,
XUBYLLMX PSAOM C XXYPaBMWHbIMW YroabsMK, U HYTO CaMblii
[OENCTBEHHbI MHCTPYMEHT Pa3BUTUS 3TOrO CO3HAHNSA U 13-
MEHEHUSI NOBEAEHWS NIOAEN B OTHOLLEHUW NPUPOAbI — 3TO
npoBefeHne nporpaMM 3KOMOMMYECKOro MpOCBELLEeHUS
1 06pa3oBaHMs B 3TUX XYPaBMMHBIX MeCTax C y4acTuem
UMNeHOB MexayHapoaHOro coobLlecTsa yyeHbIX, SKONoros
1 negaroros. Bckope nocne nepsbix 3kocMeH B MypaBbeB-
ckoM napke [xum nHuumMmupoBan nofobHble nporpammbl
B Kutae, rge 3umytoT poccuickue >xypasnu. [xum He-
YCTaHHO 3aHMMarncs NOMCKOM CPeACTB AN NPOAOIMKEHUS
W paclumpeHmns aTux nporpamm Kak B lNMpuamypbe, Tak 1 B
Opyrmx cTpaHax ceBepo-BOCTOYHOM A3un (puc. 2).

[bxeimc Tomac Xappuc! poauncs 5 utoHa 1950 r. B
cembe [xoHa n Jlonc Xappuc n Bbipoc B ropogke [len-
X3M, pPacrnoroXeHHOM B CeflbCKON MeCTHOCTM Ha 3anaje
wraTta Maccauycettc. iMeHHO TaM OH nontobun npupogy
1 ocobeHHo nTuy. B cBobGogHOE OT LKONbl BpeMsi, valle
BCEro B oguHo4ecTBe, kM vyacamm 6pogmn no nonsim,
necawm, ropam u xonMam, Habnoaas *u3Hb nTmy,. OH Tak-
Xe Ben AHEBHWKM CBOUX HabnogeHWn 1 pasMbllLneHuH,
YTO MOCAYXWIO Pa3BUTUIO €ro NUcaTENbCKOro Aapa.

B 1968 r. [IXXnm 3aKOHYMI MECTHYI0 CPELHIOK LUKOSY
M MOCTYNUI B 3HAMEHUTbLIV [JapTMyCKUiA Konneax — vacT-
HbI 1CcreaoBaTenbCKMi YHUBEPCUTET, OAMH U3 CTapen-
wux B CLUA, Bxogsawmn B anuTHyto «Jlury nnrowa» vn pac-
NonoXeHHbIN B ropoae MaHHoBep B wrate Hbto-Mamnwmp.
B 1972 r. [)>kuM 3aKOHYMN YHUBEPCUTET C OTIMHMEM MO
OCHOBHOW creumanbHOCTN «ncuxonorusi». Mockonbky B
TO Bpems morogon GakanaBp ele He onpegenuncs B
OanbHenLweM XU3HEHHOM MyTU — CTaTb NN XKYPHANUCTOM

"Buorpadus Ixkuma Xappuca 1u3noxeHa no marepuanamM ero apyra
CamHepa MatTecoHa
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UNu NATN y4UTbCA anbliue — TO Mo COBETY poautenein no-
CTYNWI Ha MarucTePCKyto NporpamMmmy 3KOMOMMHYECKUX UC-
crnefoBaHWiA yHMBepcuTeTa wraTta BuckoHcuH B ropoge
MaauncoHe. OgHako npexae Yem nepeexatb B BUCKOHCHH
oceHbto 1972 r., [knm, Ans KOTOPOro uccrnegoBaTenbCkue
HabniogeHnsa 3a NTUuamMy CTanu HacTosILEN CTPacTbto,
MPUHAN yyacTve B akcneguuum B [peHnaHauio, uenbio
KOTOpOW ObiNo 0BHapy>KeHue rHesq cancaHoB Ha ckanax
1 HabntogeHusa 3a HUMK. Jletom 1973 . kM BepHyrncs
B peHnanaMo OnNs NpoaorHKeHUs 3TUX HabnioaeHun,
pe3ynsratoM KOTOPbIX, BCErO rof CrycTs, cTana ycnew-
HO 3allMLLEHHan auccepTauns MarucTpa Hayk, onyonu-
KoBaHHas B 1979 . nsgatenbCTBOM YHMBEpPCUTETA LUTaTa
Mwuccypwu (The Peregrine Falcon in Greenland, Observing
an Endangered Species. University of Missouri Press,
1979).

Monyune B 1974 r. gynnom marncTpa Hayk, [hkum Ha-
Yan npenogasaTb Kypc 6G1MONornm B TOM e yHUBEPCUTETE
B MagucoHe, HO TaKke ygensn MHOro BpemeHu paboTe
Hag cTaTbsMW M O4YepKaMu MO eCTECTBEHHOW UCTOPUM.
C cepeguHbl 1970-x 1 no Havano 1980-x rr. ero nony-
NApHbIE cpean CTYAEHTOB y4yebHble KypcChl OXBaTblBanv
pasHooOpasHylo TeMaTuKy: TakCOHOMMUIO M MOBeAeHue
NTWL, NANOPOTHUKM, 3KONMOrMst BOOHO-O6OMOTHBLIX Yroguin,
eCTeCTBeHHasi UICTOpUS NayKoB... [pkuM Taioke perynsipHo
BbIBO3UIT CBOMX CTYAEHTOB B Npupoay — Ha nobepexse
o3epa MuuuraH, B NpupoaHbIvi napk BananycwuHr, pacno-
NOXEHHBIN B MecTe cnusHus pek Muccucnnu n BuckoH-
CVIH, B HaLMOHamnbHbIN napk AMOCTOMNbCKME OCTpOBa Ha
ceBepe wrtata BuckoHcuH, Ha tor ®dnopuabl. NHTepec
Ibknma K CoxpaHeHuo BOAHO-00MOTHbIX yroguii B 1982
I. NPMBEN €ro K akTMBHOMY y4acTuio B To66uposaHunm 3a
NPUHATME 3aKoHa LWiTaTa BMCKOHCWH, 3awpmatoLero atm
yrogpsi, eLle COXpaHMBLLMECS B TOPOACKON MECTHOCTH.

B Teuenune atoro gecatunetusa [xkum Takke ony-
onukosan 6onee 40 ctaten n o4epkos, Hanucan (B co-
aBTOpcTBe C co-ocHoBaTenem M®OX PoHanbgom Cown)
PYKOBOACTBO K AEWCTBUIO ANSA rpaxaaH — 3alUMTHUKOB
BOOHO-O0MOTHbIX Yrogui, NOArOTOBWM K MeYaTu KHUMY O
MO3BOHOYHBIX Y BECMO3BOHOYHBLIX KMBOTHbIX, CBA3AHHbIX
C Jomamu, cagamu 1 oropogamu, 1 Havan pabortatb Hag
ele OOHOM KHWUIOW MO eCTECTBEHHOW UCTOPWUU, KOTOPYHO
emMy npuwnock 3abpocuts B 1984 r., Korga oH nocTynun
Ha paboty B M®OX Ha pomkHOcTb [upekTtopa obpa-
30BaTenbHbIX nNporpamm. [xkum npogorkan nucartb, HO
yXXe B KayecTBe KOppeCnoHAeHTa ANs exeKBapTanbHOro
bronneteHs MPOX, The ICF Bugle, B kotopom ¢ 1984 no
2017 rr. onybnmkoean 6onee 60 ctaten 1 3aMeTokK, Noa-
pOBGHO OMUCHIBAKOLLIMX €r0 BCTPEYM C MHOAbMU U XKypaBns-
MU A3UKM 1 KMBOMUCYSA pa3HOobpasHble NnaHawadTbl U nx
obuTarenen (puc. 3, 4).

Monodoii [j)xum ¢ MOSI0OLIMU XypasnsiMu
Young Jim with young cranes

Mxum e kumatickol py6awke

Jim in Chinese shirt
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K koHuy 1980-x rr. [kum cTan HacToNbKO BaXHbIM U
HeobxoauMbIM coTpyaHukom M®OOX, yto B 1988 1. ero
TorgawHun ampektop xopax Apuvbanbg, npu eauHo-
rnacHon nogaepxke CoBeTa AMpPeKTOpoB dhoHaa, caenan
[bxnma ceoum 3amectutenem. B Te roabl MOOX pacium-
psin CBOK AeaTenbHoCTb B A3uu, 1 kv ctan BO rnase
3TUX HOBbIX Nporpamm. B 2000 r. [xkum 3amenun xopoxka
Ha nocty npesngeHta MOOXX. Moa pykoBogcTBoM [xop-
ka Apumbanbga u xkuma Xappuca MPOX yyacteoBan
B 45 npoekTtax B 22 cTpaHax mupa. B 2006 r. [>xum pelumn
nepenTn Ha OOMmKHOCTb Buue-npe3ngeHta MOOX n gu-
pekTopa nporpamm B BocTouHom Asum 1 6onbLuyto YacTb
roga ctan pabotatb B Kutae. C 2012 no 2018 rr. oH Takke
Bo3rnaensn nporpammy MOOX B Adpuke

Te, KTO He Obln 3HAKOM C €ero ceMelHbIMKM 0bCcTOoSs-
TenbCTBaMu, He 3Hanu, 4to [xmum, BmecTe C xxeHon Cy
JIMKnHb, KOTOPYIO OH KOrAa-To NoBCTpeyan B HauuoHarnb-
HOM npupogHoM pe3epBaTe 3anoHr B Kutae, 6onee 20
net 3abotunucb o0 cbiHe CTuBEHe, KOTOPLIN B BO3pacTe
14 mecsueB nepeHec Taxernble yBeybs. M3 300poBOro,
YK€ XOPOLLIO FOBOPYUBLLIENO 1 OMNEPEXAIOLLENO CBOUX CBEP-
CTHUKOB B passButum Manbiwa, CTuBeH npeBpaTurncs B
MOSTHOMO MHBanuAa, He CrNoCOOHOMO roBOPUTbL, XOAUTb U
3aboTutbes o cebe. [kum 1 JIMnHb aenanun Bcé, YToObI
oboratnTb 1 pasHOOBPa3UTb XKN3Hb CbiHA, UCMONb30Banu
nobyo BO3MOXHOCTb BbiBE3TU CTMBA Ha Npupoay 1 exe-
[OHEBHO YnTany emy CBOM NIOOMMbIE KHUMM Ha KUTaCKOM
N aHrmuMnckom Aasbikax (puc. 5). brnarogapst pogutensm,
CTvB yyacTBOBan B JIETHMX 3KOMOTMMYECKMX Narepsx BO
BHyTpeHHeln MoHronun n gpyrmx nposuHumsax Kutas, m
[aXe MOCETUN MHe3noBbs YepPHbIX XXYpPaBnen B ropHOM
Maccuse Marnoro XuHrana. [kum un JInivHb noceswanm
Maccy BpeMeHu 1 OU3MHECKOMY PaBUTUIO CbiHa. JleTom
2001 r. oHu npurnacunu k cebe B 4OM Ha LWECTb Hedenb
OOHOro M3 nyylumx Bpaden — msmorepanesToB Poccuu,
KOTOpas 3aHMMarnach C Manb4nMkoM nevebHon orakynbTy-
pon n maccaxeM. CnycTsi napy neT oHW, NO COBETY 3TOro
Bpaya, npuee3nu CTuBa Ansl ansTepHaTUBHOINO NeyYeHus
B Poccuto.

B pesynbrate Bcex atux ycunui [xkum Hayyuncs
obLWaTbCs C CbIHOM C MOMOLLb0 Tabnuyukm ¢ GykBamm
andasuta n undpammn, n 8 2010-2018 rr. nogrotosun
1 onybrnvkoBan ABe KHUMM CTMXOB CbiHA, KOTOpPblE OTpa-
XalT nopasuTenbHo rnybokoe BOCNPUATUE WU MOHUMA-
HWe nogen n npupogpl: «YeTbipe BpeMeHu roga, wunm
l'og Hawero npodyxaeHusi» (Four Seasons, the Year of
Our Awakening, Scrivana Press, 2011) n «Korga roso-
psat TpaBbl» (When the Grasses Spoke, CreateSpace
Independent Publishing, 2018). B 2018 r. nsbpaHHble
CTUXW 13 NEPBON KHUMM OMNyBrMKOBaHbLI HA aHIMMNCKOM 1
pycckom si3blkax (When the Grasses Spoke, Solar Wind
Press 2018). NpekpacHbIi NepeBof Ha pycckuii, abco-

MIOTHO TOYHO OTpaXkaroLLMi cMbICh U Ayx cTuxoB CTuBa,
coenana Onbra Tpy6eukas, uneH Coseta nonevntenen
MypaBbeBckoro napka. B Hactosiwiee Bpemss Onbra pa-
OoTaeT Hag nepeBodoM Apyrux ctuxoB CTuBa, U Mbl Mna-
HVYpyeM onybnukoBaTh elle ogHO cobpaHue ero noasum
Ha AByX si3blkax. BoT nepeBog 0aHOMo 13 CTUXOTBOPEHUIA
CtuBa Xappuca:

MonéT

Cnyckasicb No nectHuue,

1 CMOTPEN B OKHO

W yBUAEN NacTouKy, NeTeBLLIY0 MUMO.
A nogyman — a 4to,

ecnu 6 n a Bgpyr noneten?

Kakum 6b1n 661 Mup,

ecnun 6 oH nogHMMarncs 1 onyckarncs,
kak 6yato ablwan?

Kaxapi n3 Hac vyBcTByeT

MUP MO-CBOEMY.

Ho Beab n 51

CMOT OLLYTUTb ,

BOOOpasunTb ero -

KaK nacrtodka 1 Kak Marnb4uk,
CMYCKaloLLMACS NO CTYMEHAM.

A pag, 4Tto Mory netartb.

Mxum co Cmueom u JluliuHb

Jim with Steve and Liying
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[MOoCTOSHHO MCMbITbIBas cepgevHyto 6onb 1 Tpesory
o ByayLiem cbiHa, kM ¢ OCOBEHHON YyTKOCTbLIO U yBa-
XXEHMEeM OTHOCUIICA KO BCEM AETSAM, KOTOPbIX BCTpeyan B
CLWA, Kutae, Poccuun n gpyrmnx ctpaHax. Yxe ctpagasi ot
Heunane4ymmoro paka, kv npogormkan pagosaTtbes ycrne-
XaM CBOMX KOIIEr, poaHbIX U ApYy3€en, a Takke UX OETEN...
xkmum Xappuc nepewen B BeyHocTb 19 ceHTAOps
2018 r. MamaTtb o0 [KMme M ero HeoueHUMbIX BKnagax
B OXpaHy npupoabl B A3un, B pa3BuTME HOBbLIX, Gonee
3 PEKTUBHBIX METOAOB 3KOMOrMYECKOro obpasoBaHus
1 npoceeLleHns Hacenenmsa B Poccun n Kutae, n B pac-
LUMpEHME COTPYOHWYECTBA B OXpaHe MnepeneTHbIX NTuL
MeXay cTpaHamu ceBepo-BOCTOYHOW A3um Bcerda byaet
XWTb B CepALax ero Konrer, apy3en n Bcex, KoMy yaanocb
BCTPETUTLCA, XOTA Obl KPaTKO, C 3TUM 3aMevaTenbHbIM
YerioBEKOM.
C.M. CmupeHckuli, E.M. CMupeHckasi

Mockoeckutli 2ocydapcmeeHHbIl yHugepcumem,
MexAdyHapoOHbIl ¢hoHO oxpaHbl Xypaenel

Hxuma ¢ 6nazodapHocmbio u eocxuuweHuemM 6ydym ecriomu-
Hamb 3a e20 eeslukosenHble ¢hpomozpadgpuu nrodel, nmuy u
naHowaghmoe 8 mecmax, 20e oH nobmkigas. 3mo ¢homo OH CHsN
8 Mypaebesckom napke Ha [JanbHem Bocmoke Poccuu — o0OHOM
u3 e2o0 sir06umeliux Mecm

Jim will be also remembered fondly for his passion for taking
photos of people, cranes and landscapes in places he visited
around the world. He took this photo at Muraviovka Park in
Russia — one of his most beloved placed

1-4 okTabpsa 2017 r. kum yyactBoBan B MexayHapogHoMm cosellaHun Pabouen rpynnbl no xypaensm Espaszum
«Kypaenu NaneapkTtukn: bruonorus n oxpaHa» B noc. Opnoeckuii, PoctoBckas obnactb, Poccus

From 1 to 4 October 2017, Jim attended the International Conference of the CraneWorking Group of Eurasia «Cranes
of Palearctic: Biology and Conservation» in Orlovsky Village, Rostov region, Russia
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James Thomas Harris
(1950-2018)

We first met Jim Harris in summer 1989, when George
Archibald, the International Crane Foundation (ICF)
Co-founder, invited us to visit ICF to work on the first
action plan to protect the cranes of the world. This tall
and lanky American, our peer, had immediately won
our hearts by his wonderful sense of humor, kind and
warm smile, infectious laughter, and sincere interest
to people and birds. Jim wanted to find out more about
the cranes of the Soviet Union and especially of the
Russian Far East. As soon as he heard out stories
about rare cranes and other birds of the south of the
Amur River Basin, and especially about amazing but
not legally protected crane and stork wetlands near
Muraviovka village in Tambovka District of the Amur
Region near the Russia-China border, Jim whole-
heartedly supported our dream to protect this area.

At that time ICF leaders were actively seeking to de-
velop collaboration with Soviet partners and first of all,
to preserve the wetlands at Khanka Lake — the key
nesting grounds of the Red-crowned Crane. As the
first step, it was decided to organize a meeting of So-
viet and Chinese crane experts at ICF Headquarters
in USA, since it did not seem possible to arrange such
meeting in Russia or China. Plans for this meeting
were discussed at the International Crane Conference
in Tallinn, Estonia in September 1989, and it was suc-
cessfully convened in May 1990 in Wisconsin. One of
important results of this meeting became the Interna-
tional Meeting on Cranes and Storks of the Amur Riv-
er Basin held in July 1992 on a cruise steamboat that
went up- and downstream the Amur River stopping in
places that needed protection. Together with George
and Jim, we managed to bring together around 80
scientists and journalists from 11 countries (Russia,
China, Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea, and several
European and New World countries of Europe.

These meetings and truly titanic efforts by Valentin
llyashenko soon helped establish a state nature re-
serve on Khanka Lake (it was pending for 70 years!),
initiate Russian-Chinese collaboration in research
and protection of transboundary wildlife area, and to
create Muraviovka Park for Sustainable Land Use.

Jim was convinced that environmental education of
children and youth is the most important and effective

“The haunting calls of the world’s cranes are sadder today
because they have lost a devoted friend, and the conserva-
tion community has lost a true hero.”

Kenneth Strom, National Audubon Society

way to protect wildlife. On his initiative, the first inter-
national project of Muraviovka Park was a Russian-
American ecology summer camp in June 1994, when
eight school teachers from the state of New Jersey
and a filming crew from New Jersey public TV came
to the park that had not yet been officially established.
Since then, over 3000 school students of all ages,
teachers, and researchers from the Russian Far East,
Moscow, Kazakhstan, USA, Europe and the Pacific
region received training at the park’s annual summer
camp sessions on ecology (and since 2001 — lan-
guage and ecology). In 1994-2000, Jim participated
in several such sessions with great enthusiasm, and
in 2001-2017 he visited Muraviovka Park practically
every year, crossing the border from China, where
he worked most of the time, to enjoy the vast Amur
wetlands and their birds, and to meet with his many
friends, whose number was always growing.

It is impossible to overestimate Jim’s role in creation
of Muraviovka Park and development of its diverse
activities. Jim strongly believed that conservation of
endangered or threatened cranes, storks and other
waterbirds depends on the extent of environmental
conscience of people living near the crane habitats,
and that environmental education programs regularly
conducted in such places are the most efficient tool to
increase people’s awareness and cause the change
in their behavior towards nature. He also believed in
importance of international community’s involvement
in such programs — scientists, ecologists, and teach-
ers. Soon after the first summer camps at Muraviovka
Park, Jim initiated similar programs in China, where
our cranes spend winter. Jim was constantly and tire-
lessly fundraising with a goal to continue and expand
these programs in the Amur Basin and other countries
of North-East Asia.

James T. Harris'!, born June 5, 1950 to Lois Staf-
felbach Harris and John Sharp Harris, grew up in
Pelham, Massachusetts, a rural community in the
western part of the state; here, during his time free
of school work, he delighted in wandering fields and
forests, ridges and hilltops, usually alone, to observe

A digest of the biography of James Harris written by his long-time
friend Sumner Matteson
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birds. He also kept journals of his observations and
thoughts, which helped develop his writer gift.

In 1968, Jim graduated from a local high school and
then attended the famous Dartmouth College a pri-
vate research university in Hannover (New Hamp-
shire) — one of the oldest in the USA and a member
of the elite Ivy League. In 1972 he graduated summa
cum laude in 1972, with a major in psychology. Not
sure, whether to pursue further schooling or begin a
career as a free-lance writer, he decided at the urging
of his parents to apply for a graduate student fellow-
ship in the Environmental Studies program (within the
Department of Agricultural Journalism) at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison. Jim was awarded a full fel-
lowship, but before moving to Wisconsin in the fall of
1972, he satisfied a longing for bird study by joining
an expedition to Greenland to locate and observe cliff-
nesting peregrine falcons. He returned to Greenland
during the summer of 1973 and used both experienc-
es to write his Master of Science thesis, subsequently
published by the University of Missouri Press in 1979
and titled The Peregrine Falcon in Greenland, Observ-
ing an Endangered Species.

After receiving his M.S. degree in 1974, Jim devoted
much of his time to free-lance writing, specializing in
natural history articles, but he also taught natural his-
tory courses through the University of Wisconsin-Ex-
tension in Madison. From the mid-1970s through the
early 1980s, his popular courses featured bird identifi-
cation and behavior, ferns, wetland ecology, the natu-
ral history of spiders, and tours to the Lake Michigan
shoreline, Wyalusing State Park along the Mississippi
and Wisconsin rivers, the Apostle Islands, and south-
ern Florida. His interest in preserving wetlands led to
an active role in 1982 to help pass state legislation
protecting wetlands in urban areas.

During this ten-year period, Jim also published over 40
articles, co-authored (with ICF co-founder Ron Sauey)
a citizen’s guide for protecting wetlands, completed a
draft of a book on vertebrates and invertebrates asso-
ciated with our homes and gardens, and began work
on another natural history book. He cut short this lat-
ter project in 1984, when he became the Education
Director for ICF. Jim, continued to write, but as some-
thing akin to a correspondent for ICF’s newsletter,
The ICF Bugle, in which from 1984-2017 he published
over 60 articles and essays, detailing his experiences
with people and cranes in Asia, featuring evocative
descriptions of landscapes and their inhabitants.

By the late 1980s, Jim was becoming increasingly
important to ICF, and in 1988 its Director George Ar-

chibald rewarded his efforts by making Jim his Deputy
Director, with unanimous board approval. In 2000, Dr.
Archibald stepped aside as ICF’s President to focus
on research and fundarasing, and Jim succeeded
him. Under George’s and Jim’s leadership, ICF be-
came directly involved in 45 projects in 22 countries
around the world. In 2006, Jim decided to transition
back to serve as ICF Vice President and Director of
ICF’s East Asia’s program, and began working mostly
in China. From 2012-2018, he also oversaw ICF’s
Africa program, a post he held until his retirement in
2018.

Those who were not aware of his family circumstanc-
es had no clue that Jim, together with his wife and col-
league Su Liying, whom he met at Zhalong National
Nature Reserve in China, for over two decades have
been taking care of their son Steve. Their little boy
was turned from a blooming 14-month-old toddler into
a helpless invalid by a babysitter prone to violence.
Steve cannot speak, walk, and take care of himself.
Jim and Liying did everything to enrich life for their
son, whenever possible taking him outdoors to enjoy
nature, and every day read to him their favorite books
in Chinese and English. Thanks to their efforts, Steve
attended ecological summer camps in Inner Mongolia
and other provinces of China, and even visited nest-
ing grounds of Hooded Cranes in Lesser Khingan
Mountains. Jim and Liying also spent tons of time try-
ing to improve Steve’s physical abilities. In summer
of 2001, they hosted for six weeks one of the best
physical therapy doctors from Russia, to exercise and
massage the boy. In 2003, on that doctor’s advice,
they even brought Steve to Russia for alternative
treatment.

As a result, Jim learned how to communicate with his
son using a chart with all alphabet letters and num-
bers. In 2010-2018, Jim put together and published
two books of Steve’s poems that reflect amazingly
deep perception of nature — Four Seasons, the Year
of Our Awakening (Scrivania Press 2010) and When
the Grasses Spoke (CreateSpace Independent Pub-
lishing, 2018). In 2018, selected poems from the first
book were published in a brochure in English and
Russian (When the Grasses Spoke, Solar Wind Press
2018). Olga Trubetskoy, member of the Muraviovka
Park Board of Trustees, provided excellent Russian
translation that perfectly reflects the meaning and the
spirit of Steve’s poetry. Currently Olga is translating
other Steve’s poems, since we would like to publish
another his book in both languages. Here is one of
Steve’s poem'’s that was translated into Russian:
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Fly
By Steve Harris

Going down the stairs

| looked out the window,

| saw a swallow fly by,

Made me think

What if | could fly?

How the world would look Rising and falling,
Like breathing.

Each of us knows

The world in our own way.

But | can imagine and feel in
All those ways,

Like the swallow and

The boy going down the stairs.
| am glad my mind can fly.

Constantly worrying about his son’s future, Jim had
special concern and respect towards all children whom
he met in USA, China, Russia and other countries.
Already suffering from the terminal cancer, rejoiced
wholeheartedly about successes of his colleagues,
family members, and friends, as well as of their chil-
dren...

Jim Harris entered the eternity on 19 September 2018.
Memory of him and his enormous contributions to wild-
life conservation in Asia, to development of new and
more efficient ways of environmental education and
public awareness in Russia and China, and expansion
of collaboration in migratory bird conservation among
the countries of the North-East Asia will always live in
the hearts of his colleagues, friends, and all who met,
even shortly, this incredible man.

S.M. Smirenski, E.M. Smirenski

Moscow State University, Russia
International Crane Foundation, USA
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