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O0cyieoBaHMe MeCT THE3I0BAHMS 3aKABKA3CKOI0 CEPoOro
skypaas (Grus grus archibaldi) B Upane B 2018 1.

®. Akapcy

MEXOYHAPOLHbIN ®OHL OXPAHbI XXYPABMEN, TYPLUS

E-MAIL: FERDI.AKARSU@GMAIL.COM

B ctatbe npencrtaeneHbl pesynbraTtbl MCCNEAOBaHUN
no onpedeneHunio cratyca npebbiBaHWs 3aKaBKa3CKoro
ceporo xypans (Grus grus archibaldi) 8 UpaHe B 2018 1.
1 BbISIBNIEHNIO NMMMUTUPYIOLLMX (DaKTOPOB ANS >Xypaenen
N MECT Ux obuTaHus.

B 2008 r. cepblii XXypaBsrb, rHe3sAWLMNCA B BOCTOYHOM
yacTn AHaTOnMINCKOro Haropbsi B Typumu, B ceBepo-3a-
nagHom MpaHe, Ha ceBepo-BoCTOKe APMEHUM 1 oro-3ana-
ae pyaun, onucaH kak nogsug (Mnbsiwenko n gp., 2008).
B 2010 r. B BocTtouHon Typuun npoBeaeHbl NorneBble 1c-
CnefoBaHusi MO BbISIBNEHUIO €ro rHe3noBbiIX MecToobu-
TaHun (Akarsu et al. 2010), koTopble ObINY NPOACIKEHbI
BecHon 2012 r. B nocneaytowme rogbl MOHUTOPUHI MECT
obuTaHua xypaerewn ctanu npoBoavTb perynsipHo. o
pesynbratam uccrnenosanui B Typummn rHesamtcea 40-60
nap. Kpome Toro, 11-20 nap rHe3gutcs B [py3um (Oxasa-
kuwBeunm u ap., 2013; Nowald et al. 2018; A. Abynaaase,
nnyH. coobuy.), B ApmeHnn — 2-3 napbl (AnbsweHko n
ap., 2008), Ho B 2018 r. 3arHe3gunack nuwb ogHa (M.I-
KacabsH, nnyH. coobw.), B ipaHe — 3—4 napbl Ha rpaHu-
ue ¢ Typuuen (Ra’naghad ve Ebrahimi, 2007).

C 30 voHsa no 7 uionst 2018 1. npoBeaeHbl nccnenosa-
HUA B MipaHe npu nogaepxXke v y4acTum OpPHUTONOMOB U
COTPYAHMKOB Pamcapckoro pervoHansHoro LeHTtpa LleH-
TpanbHon 1 3anagHon Asum (puc. 1). Ha aBTomobune n
newikom o6crnefoBaHbl U3BECTHbIE U MOTEHLMarnbHbIE Me-
cTa 0buTaHusa XXypasnewn BOKpYyr ropogoB Ypmus n Maky,

Puc. 1. YyacmHuku nosneebix uccsedosaHuli € npoeuHyuu 3a-
naoHbIl AsepbalidxaH e MpaHe. ®omo @. Akapcy

Fig. 1. Participants of field work in West Azerbaijan Province in
Iran in 2018. Photo by F. Akarsu

BAOMb rpaHuubl ¢ Typumen, ApMmeHnen n HaxmyeBaHckom
aBTOHOMHOW pecnybnukon AsepbarnmpkaHa. [Nonesble pa-
00Tbl NPOBOAMMM PaHO YTPOM W NO3OHO BEYEPOM, Korga
XypaBnu Hanbonee akTuBHbI. [1poBenM onpoc NacTyxos
W XnTenemn gepeBeHb.

O6cnenoBaHo 14 13 23 NOTeHUManbHbIX MECT obuTa-
HUS >xypaenei. Bocemb Tepputopuin He obcrenoBaHbl
n3-3a HecTabunbHOW monmTudeckon cutyaumun. Ewe ogHy
TEPPUTOPUIO OKOMO 03. YpMUS MOCETUTb HE yAanoch u3-3a
ee TpyaHogocTynHocTu. OBHapy»KeHbl ABe HerHe3asLmecs
napbl B ABYX Pa3nuyHbIXx MecTax obuTaHus: Ha BOAHO-60-
notHom yroape (BBY) Hasep (Naver) n BBY lMup Axmet
Kangu (Pir Ahmet Kandi) (puc. 2). Mecta obutaHusi atux
nap pacronoXeHbl Ha BbICOTE 2 ThIC. M HaA Y. M., U Npea-
CTaBrneHbl HebONbLUMMM 03epLiaMK, OKPY>KEHHBIMWU TPOCT-
HWKOM, CENbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHBIMM NMOMSIMX 1 Nyramu (puc.
3-5). OKono Kaxxaon TeppuTopmmn pacnonoXxeHa AepeBHs,
XKUTENWN KOTOPOW 3aHMMAIOTCH XXMBOTHOBOACTBOM U CEflb-
CKUM X0351McTBOM (puc. 6). Mo nHdopmauumn cenbcknx

Puc. 2. Mecma o6cnedoeaHusi (enmbie KPYyXXKu) u Mecma o6-
Hapy>keHus1 nap cepbix Xypaesiel (KpacHble KpPYy)XKu) Ha ceae-
pe nposuHyuu 3anadHbil AsepbalioxaH: 1— BBY Mup Axmem
KaHOdu, 2 - BBY Haeep

Fig. 2. Sites of field surveys (yellow circles) in the north of West
Azerbaijan Province and sites where two pairs were sighted
(red circles): 1— Pir Ahmet Kandi Wetland; 2 — Naver Wetland
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Puc. 3. Napa 3akaeka3ckux cepbix xypaesel Ha BBY Mup Axmem KaHou. ®omo ®. Akapcy
Fig. 3. Transcaucasian Eurasian Crane pair in Pir Ahmet Kandi Wetland. Photo by F. Akarsu

Puc. 4. Mecma o6umaHus napbi Ha BBY Mup Axmem KaHdu.
®omo . Akapcy

Fig. 4. Habitats of the pair in Pir Ahmet Kandi Wetland. Photo
by F. Akarsu

Xvtenemn n norpaHnyHMkoB Ha BBY Hasep BcTpevatoT 4o
5-6 xypasnen.

CornacHo HalLMM HabntoaeHNsIM, BOEHHast aKTUBHOCTb
Ha TypeLKO U MPaHCKOMN NPUrpaHUYHbIX TEPPUTOPUSIX SIB-
nsietca Hanbonee CyLeCTBEHHbIM NTUMUTUPYOLLMM daK-
Topom Ha BBY HaBep. C Apyrow CTOpOHbI, 9Ta akTUBHOCTb
OrpaHuYMBaEeT MUCMOMb30BaHNe 3TOM TEPPUTOPUM OXOTHU-
kamu. BOoonb vpaHo-TypeuKkon rpaHuubl NPOTSHYT 3abop,
KOTOpbI MOXET ObITb Yrpo30W 451 KOPMSILLIMXCS B3POCHbIX
N mMonogabix >ypasnen. OCHOBHON NUMUTMPYHOLLMIA dhak-
Top Ha BBY lMup Axmet KaHan — gobbiva kamHs (puc. 7).
[pyron yrpo3oi 34ecb ABNATCH NUHUK 3rieKTponepeaay,
KOTOpbIe MOTyT ObITb NPUYMHON rMBenn xxypasnen (puc. 8).

Hecmotpss Ha TO, 4YTO BO BpeMs Hawux obcne-
[OBaHUA OOHapyXeHbl TOMbKO [BEe Mapbl, MOTEH-
uManbHble MecTa obuTaHUst Kypasrew Mo3BOMsOT
npeanonoXxutb rHesgosaHve B Mpane po 10 nap.

Mopxoaswme mectoobmTaHUs 4ns rHe3goBaHNs pac-
nonoxeHbl Ha rpaHuue ¢ Typuuei. Ha Typeukon cTopoHe
BOOMb rpaHnLbl OTMEYEHbI THe3asILLMecs napbl, MO3TOMY
HEe WCKIIIOYEHO WX THE3O0BaHWE U Ha MPaHCKOW CTOpO-
He. MecTa obuTaHMs Tam CXOXW C TaKOBbIMW Ha MecCTe

Puc. 5. Mecma o6umanusi napsi Ha BBY Haeep. ®omo ®. Akapcy
Fig. 5. Habitats of the pair in Naver Wetland. Photo by F. Akarsu

Puc. 6. XKumenu ebinacarom oeey e palioHe Mmecm obumaHusi
)Kypaenel. Pomo ®. Akapcy

Fig. 6. Livestock is the main human activity near crane habitats.
Photo by F. Akarsu

BCTpeun xypaenen Ha BBY Hasep. Kpome TOro, B coot-
BETCTBUW C HALLUMMW UCCNEAOBAHUSMU U MO MHEHMIO 3KC-
NnepToB, BOCTOYHAS 1 IOXKHAs YacTb 03. YpMUs Takke noa-
XOAMT Ansa rHesgoBanusa (puc. 9). Ham no TexHuyeckum
npuymMHamMm He yaanocb obcrnenoBaTb 3Ty TEPPUTOPUIO.
Bonbluasa coneHasa yacTb O3epa Nepecoxna, YTo MOXET
oKasaTb HeraTMBHOE BO3[eNCTBME Ha NPEeCHOBOAHLIE Me-
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Puc. 7. XXypaens u paspabomku kamHs1 6nuzu BBY Mup Axmem
KaHOou. ®omo &. Akapcy

Fig. 7. The crane and the stone mining in Pir Ahmet Kandi Wet-
land. Photo by F. Akarsu

CTOOOUTaHMSA M3-3a PaCNpPOCTPaAHEHWUsI COMEHOW MbInK.
OTa TeppuTOpMs Takke OOMMKHbI ObITb BKMHOYEHa B NnaH
Oyaywmx wuccnegosaHuin. NpoBegeHne obcrenoBaHWn
pPeKOMEH0BaHO 1 ANt BOOHO-O0NOTHBIX YroAWiA B AOMM-
He p. Apakc v oxHee 1. Apapar.

Jkonornyeckoe MpPOCBELLEHNE U LieneBble CeMUHapbl —
BaXKHENLUNA WMHCTPYMEHT COXPaHEHUs Xypasrem n ux
MecToobuTaHun. OHM ocobeHHO Heobxoauma B OepeB-
HSIX, PaCnonOXeHHbIX BONM3N MeCT 0buTaHui XXypaBsnen.
BaxHo Takke co3gaTb OOLLECTBEHHYIO CETb, COCTOSILLYIO
U3 XuTenewn gepeBeHb, NacTyxoB W NOrpaHNYHMKOB, ANS
cbopa nHdopMaLMmn 1 OXpaHbl MECT 0BUTaHUSA XXypaBnen.

[MpoeKkT BbINONMHEH B paMKax COrMalleHus Mexay
Pamcapckum pervioHanbHbIM LEHTPOM LleHTpanbHon un
3anagHon Asumn, Crane Conservation Germany n HABY
(Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU).

Mbl Gnarogapum 3KCnepToB M cOTpyaHukoB [enap-
TaMeHTa Mo OXpaHe OKpyxarwLlen cpedbl Vcnamckon
Pecnybnukn VpaH, Pamcapckum permoHarnbHbIA LEHTP,
0COBEHHO TeX, KTO y4acTBOBas B HALLUX UCCIEAOBAHNAX
B Ypmum 1 Maky. Mbl Takke bnarogapum HABY n Pam-
CapcKkui pervoHaneHbln ueHTp LleHTpanbHon n 3anag-
Hon A3un 3a cpuHaHcoByto nogaepkky. OcobeHHO npu-
3HaTenbHbl 3@ nomoLys Omuay Koced Mactekann (Omid
Yousefi Mastekani), Cagexy Capexv 3agerany (Sadegh
Sadeghi Zadegan), 3axpe 3Anaxu (Zahra Elahi), loHTe-
py Hoeanbay (Giinter Nowald) n xopmky Apunbanbay
(George Archibald).

Puc. 8. XXypaenu u nuHuu anekmponepeday ebnusu BBY lMup
Axmem KaHOu. ®omo . Akapcy

Fig. 8. The crane and power lines in Pir Ahmet Kandi Wetland.
Photo by F. Akarsu

Puc. 9 MomeHyuanbHble Mecma obumaHusi xypaesel Ha 03.
Ypmusi. ®omo @. Akapcy.

Fig. 9. Potential crane breeding sites in the Urmia Lake. Photo
by F. Akarsu
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Survey of breeding grounds of the Transcaucasian Eurasian Crane
(Grus grus archibaldi) in Iran in 2018

F. Akarsu

INTERNATIONAL CRANE FOUNDATION, TURKEY
E-MAIL: FERDI.AKARSU@GMAIL.COM

This article reveals the results of the research carried
out in 2018 on the status of the Transcaucasian
Eurasian Crane (Grus grus archibaldi) in Iran, and
threats to cranes and their habitats.

In 2008, the Eurasian Crane, which breeds in the
eastern part of Anatolia in Turkey, the Northwest Iran, the
northeastern part of Armenia and the southwestern part
of Georgia, was described as subspecies (llyashenko
et al. 2008). In 2010 a field survey was conducted to
identify its breeding range in Turkey (Akarsu et al. 2010)
and in spring 2012 another field survey was carried
out in Eastern Turkey to identify the current status at
the breeding season. During the following years, field
surveys and monitoring studies were conducted in
Turkey. The results of these studies show that 40-60
pairs of this subspecies breed in Turkey. 11-20 pairs
breed in Georgia (Javakhishvili et al, 2013; Nowald et
al. 2018; A. Abuladze, per. comm.). In Armenia, there
are 2-3 breeding pairs (llyashenko et al, 2008), but in
2018 only one pair bred (M. Ghasabyan, per. comm.).
In Iran, there are 3-4 breeding pairs near the border
with Turkey (Ra’naghad ve Ebrahimi, 2007).

The research was carried out in Iran from 30 June
to 7 July 2018 with the collaboration of the staff of
Ramsar Regional Center in Central and Western Asia
and ornithologists (Fig. 1). Known and potential sites
in West Azerbaijan Province around Urmia and Maku
Cities and near the Iranian border with Turkey, Armenia
and Nakhichivan Autonomous Republic of Azerbaijan
were surveyed. Observations were carried out walking
and by car during daylight at early morning and late
afternoon when the cranes are most active. We also
interviewed shepherds and local people about the
threats to the cranes in the studied areas.

A total of 14 out of 23 crane potential habitats were
surveyed. Eight potential habitats were not checked
due to safety problems. One more site also was not
surveyed because of inappropriate land conditions
around the Urmia Lake. As a result, two non-breeding
pairs of the Transcaucasian Eurasian Crane were
discovered in two different sites: Naver Wetland (Fig. 2)
and Pir Ahmet Kandi Wetland (Fig. 2, 3). The habitats
of these pairs are located at the altitude of 2,000 m
above sea level and have small lakes and water bodies

surrounded by reeds, agricultural fields and meadows
(Fig. 4-7). There are villages near these two sites.
Livestock and agriculture are the main human activities
there (Fig. 8). According to information from local
people and Iranian soldiers, there are more cranes, up
to 5-6 individuals, around the Naver Wetland.

According to our research, the military activities on
both Turkey and lIranian sides can be considered
as the most significant threat to the cranes in Naver
Wetland. On the other hand, this negative situation
can also be useful as it limits the use of the area for
hunting and other similar activities. Along the border
between Iran and Turkey, there is fence inside crane
habitats. This fence might be threat to both adults and

juveniles during feeding activities. The main threat near

the crane breeding site in the Pir Ahmet Kandi Wetland
is the stone mining (Fig. 9). In addition, around the Pir
Ahmet Kandi Wetland there are many electric power
lines which can cause crane deaths due to collisions
with wires (Fig. 10).

While only two pairs were recorded during our fieldwork,
it is predicted that up to 10 pairs can breed in Iran.

There are some suitable places for crane breeding
between Naver and Pir Ahmet Kandi wetlands along the
Iran-Turkey border. Habitats are similar to the habitates
in Naver Wetland. Because there are active crane
breeding sites in Turkey near the Iran-Turkey border,
cranes also can breed on the Iranian side. According
to information from local people, cranes were observed
in some areas periodically. In order to understand the
real situation, further surveys of this area should be
conducted.

According to field studies and the opinion of Iranian

experts, fresh water wetlands on the east and the
south parts of the Urmia Lake are also suitable for
crane breeding (Fig. 11). However, it was not possible
to find cranes there during our fieldwork, due to difficult
access to a large part of this area by car or by foot.
Boats and similar special vehicles are needed to
investigate this area. The biggest salty part of the Urmia
Lake is largely dried up. There might be pressure on
the fresh water habitat because of salty dust. Future
research is needed for this area. Regular surveys are
recommended for the wetlands in the Aras River Valley
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as well as for the wetlands south of Ararat Mountain.

Public awareness and training activities are important
tools in order to increase capacity and conserve the
cranes. In this context, it is important to carry out
activities in this direction especially around the wetlands
where the crane lives. On the other hand, it is important
to create a crane conservation network for the collection
of regular information and protection about the cranes.
Villagers, farmers, shepherds and military staff might be
important tools for this purpose.

The project was accomplished as a part of a goodwill
agreement between the Ramsar Regional Center in

Central and West Asia, Crane Conservation Germany
and Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU).

We would like to thank the local staff, experts and
managers of the Iranian Department of Environment
and Ramsar Regional Center in Central and West Asia
especially to those who work in Urmia and Maku. We
would like to thank NABU and Ramsar Regional Center
in Central and West Asia for financial support. Special
thanks to Omid Yousefi Mastekani, Sadegh Sadeghi
Zadegan, Zahra Elahi, Gunter Nowald and George
Archibald.

Oo0cenoBanue MecT 0OMTAHNSI KPAaCAaBKH Ha 10T€
a30B0-4epHOMOpCcKoM rpynnuposku B 2018 u 2019 rr.

E.U. UnbaweHko', B.1O.

UnbsiweHko!, B.MN. Benuk?, M.B. Kopenos?,

WU.MN. AptonuHa3, P.A. MHauekaHoB*

"MHCTUTYT NPOBNEM 3KONornm n asontoumn nm. A.H. CEBEPLIOBA PAH, MockBA, Poccus,
E-MAIL: EILYASHENKO@SAVINGCRANES.ORG
2AKALEMUST BMONOMMN U BMOTEXHONOrMM M. .. UBAHOBCKOIO KOXXHOIMO ®ELEPASIBHOMO
YHUBEPCUTETA, POCTOB-HA-[1OHY, Poccus
SYNbAHOBCKUIA FrOCYAAPCTBEHHbLIN NEQAFOMMYECKUA YHUBEPCUTET UM. U.H. YNbAHOBA,

YnbaHOBCK, Poccus

‘MPEOCTABUTENBLCTBO BCEMUPHOIO ®OHA MPUPO[LI B 3KOPEMMOHE «POCCUNCKUIA KABKASY,

B nioHe 2018 n 2019 rr., B pamkax mMexagyHapogHoro
npoekta «1000 >xypaBnen» No Me4YeHuto Xypasren ob-
CrnefoBaHa KoKHasi YacTb a30BO-YEPHOMOPCKOMW rpynnu-
poBku kpacasku B KpeiMmy, KpacHogapckom Kkpae v Ha toro-
3anage PoctoBckon obnactu. Tak Kak OCHOBHas LEeMb
nonesbIX paboT 3aknovanack B Noucke nap ¢ nTeHuamm
AN UX OTNOBa U MEYEHUs LIBETHLIMU KOMbLi@aMu 1 nepe-
AaTynkamu, y4eTbl NPOBOAMMAM NOMYTHO.

B KpbiMy MecTa 0buTaHus x)Xypaenen Ha BocToke (Kep-
YeHckuin n-oB), 3anage (TapxaHKyTckasi BO3BbILLEHHOCTb)
n cesepe (KOxxHoe lMpurcrBaLlbe) CUNBHO pasnuyakoTcs.

Ha KepueHckoM n-oBe o4aroBoe pacnpocTpaHeHue
KpacaBku OOYCIOBMEHO OrpaHUYEHHOW MNMoLLabo THEe3-
[OBbIX MecToobuTaHuin n3-3a pacnalluky 6onbLluen YyacTm
CTEMHbIX TEPPUTOPUIA N 3HAYUTENBHOIO YMCNa HeopraHn-
30BaHHbIX TypucTOB. Hambonbluee uncno Tepputopuarns-
HbIX Nap AepXarnock B NPUOPEXHbIX XONMUCTBIX y4acTkax
Ha ceBepe U tore nomnyocTtpoBa. MectoobutaHus 3gech

KpAcHoOOAP, Poccus

3HaYMTENbHO OTNMYAIOTCA OT TUMWUYHBIX ANS KpacaBku B
Opyrux 4acTax rHe30BOro apearna.

Hanbonbluasi nnoTHOCTb THE3[0BaHMS OTMEYeHa B
3apOCLUMX BbICOKOW TPaBOW OOMMHAX Mexay XormMamu,
CKIOHbI KOTOPbIX MOKPbITbI KyCTapHUKaMu W peakore-
ceeM. B cepegnHe uioHs 2019 r. B 3akasHuke «OCOBUH-
cKkasi cTenb» Ha yyacTke B 3 KM? BCTPEYEHO MsATb nap ¢
nTeHuamu (puc. 1), a B Kapanapckom npmpogHoM napke
Ha nnowaan 24 km? BCTPETMNM OBe Nnapbl C NTeHuamm
N NSATb HErHe3gsLWwmxcsa TeppuTopuanbHbIX nap (puc. 2).
Mpv 3TOM YeTbipe HerHesasaLmecs napbl NPU HECKOMNbKMX
NoceLLeHNAX HaXOAMNNCb Ha OOHWX U TeX Xe ydacTkax B
100—200 m apyr ot gpyra. MIMeHHo Takas HeO6bIYHO Bbl-
coKasi IMOTHOCTb CTana O4HOM 13 NPUYUH CO34aHMSA 30eCb
0co60 oxpaHAeMOoW NPUPOZHON TeppUTOPUM (AHOPIOLLIEH-
Ko 1 ap., 1995). Ha toxHOM nobepexbe NonyocTpoBa B
parioHe ropbl Onyk Ha yyacTke B 4 KM? BCTpeYeHbl Tpu
napbl, U3 HUX ABe C NTeHUaMu.
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