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species of waterfowl and water birds winter here every
year.

In recent years, thanks to wildlife conservation, the
number of migratory birds has increased. In 2019, a
special program to combat illegal crimes against wild-
life, code-named “Flying Guard 2019”, was launched
in autumn and winter in Guangdong Province. The
interest in observing wild birds has grown. Observa-
tion points have been built outside the protected area.

Guangdong Provincial Forestry Bureau, in collabora-
tion with non-governmental organizations, hosted the
Guangdong Encounter promotion event, which brought
together some 3,000 birdwatchers and more than 100
volunteers to help organize the event and take photo-
graphs throughout the province. Sighting of Siberian
Cranes is one of the important achievements of this
collaboration.

Y4éThl cepbIX :KypaBjeil Ha 3MMOBKe B 10JIMHEe AMYIapbH,
Typkmenucrtan, B 2018 1.

3.A. Pyctamos’, A.B. BenoycoBa?, A.T. Bewunmoga'

'MEH3BMPOBCKOE OPHUTONIOMMYECKOE OBLIECTBO, ALUXABAL, TYPKMEHUCTAH,
E-MAIL: ELLDARU@MAIL.RU
20I'bY BCEPOCCUNCKNI HAYYHO-UCCNEOOBATENBCKUM MHCTUTYT «QKonorunsi», MOCKBA, Poccusa,
E-MAIL: ANBELOUS@MAIL.RU

B nekabpe 2018 r. nonyyeHbl HOBbIE AAHHbIE MO YUC-
NEHHOCTM U MEepPEeMELLEHNAM CepbiX >XypaBrnew Ha ABYX
KntoyeBbIX opHuTonormndeckunx Tepputopun (KOT) Typkme-
HucTaHa «Kenud-3ennT» 1 npuneravowmnx TeppuTopusx
(neBobepexbe Amymapbu) U «TannbiMepXeH» W npune-
ralLmx Tepputopusx (npasobepexbe AMynapen) (Pycta-
moB, 2015; PycramoB n gp., 2017, 2018). 3t Tepputo-
pyK PacnornoXeHbl B CamMOl CEBEPHON YacTu OBLUMPHON
31IMOBOYHOW 0BnacTy Ceporo Xypasnsi B AONMUHAX Bepx-
Hen AMygapbu 1 HWkHero lMaHmKa — Ha TpaHCrPaHUYHbIX
yyactkax TypkmeHucTaHa, Y3bekucraHa, AdraHucraHa v
Tapxukuctana (JlaHoseHko, Kpenubepr, 2002; A6aycans-
moB, 2004; Pyctamos, JlaHoBeHko, 2013; Mutpononsckui,
MapgaroBa, 2013) (puc. 1). MakcumanbHasi YACNEHHOCTb
30eCb B OTAENbHblE rofbl MOXET AOX0AUTb A0 35-37 ThiC.
ocoben (Pyctamos, JlaHoseHko, 2013; CopokuH n ap.,
2014), yto coctaenseTr 10% MupoBoOW nonynaumMn Buaa
(BirdLife International, 2011).

B 2018 r. obwas npoTskeHHOCTb 06crnenoBaHHOM Tep-
puTOpUM Ha NpaBobepexbe AMyaapbu coctaBuna 55 kv
C 3anaga Ha BOCTOK 1 85 KM C ceBepa Ha tor. YYeTbl Npo-
BOOUNu, B ocHoBHOM, B npegenax KOT «TanneimepxeH*
(167 701 ra), koTopas BKMOYaET OOHOMMEHHbLIA Cefb-
CKOXO3AWCTBEHHbIN MaccuB (HXXHas 4acTb) U [FIMHUCTO-
NECCOBY0, MECTAMM MECHaHYHO MOMYNyCTbIHIO (CeBepHas
YacTb), B MpuUrpaHnyHou ¢ Y3bekuctaHoM noroce. Ha
nesobepexbe AMyaapbu obcnegosanu Tepputoputo 130

KM B HanpasrneHuu 3anag — BocTok 1 50 km — c ceBepa
Ha tor B npeagenax KOT «Kenud-3eiint» (85 488 ra) n Ha
npunexatlyx K Hen ¢ tora 1 toro-3anaja yvacrkax, Kak He-
OCBOEHHbIX neckoB (YacTe O6pyyeBCcKOn CTenwn), Tak n oc-
BOEHHbBIX, @ Takke BAOMb OCTaTOYHbIX 03Ep Kenudckoro
Y3605 no nesomy G6epery Kapakymaapbu.

Y4éTbl 1 HabnogeHusa nposenu ¢ 9 no 15 gekabps B
Hanbornee BepOATHbIX MECTaxX NeperneTa Xypasnen Mexay
MeCTaMu KOPMEXKU U HOYEBKK, OT KOTOPbIX OCYLLECTBIIS-
v 6okoBble pasbesabl, kak 1 B npexHue roabl (Pyctamos
n ap., 2017, ctp. 276). YYETHI NpOBOANUIM B MyHKTaxX Ha-
ontogeHnn (ot 30 MuH. go 3-x vacos) (puc. 2), Ha aBToO-
MOOUNbHBIX MapLUpyTax, 1 BO BpeMsi octaHoBok (20-30
MWH.) C LEemnbio BbIICHEHUS MECT OHEBHOro npebbiBaHMSA
XypaBren Ha KOPMEXKE U UX BEYEPHUX N YTPEHHWUX Mne-
penétax. [pu 3TOM 1CnonbL30Banu BO3BbILLEHHbIE y4acT-
KW, Xonwvbl, a Takke gambbl, 6epera Unn UCKYCCTBEHHbIE
Oyrpbl, 06pa3oBaHHbIe MPY PbITbe KaHaroB WK MraHu-
poBke nonen.

YnCneHHOCTb XypaBnen MOXET CUMbHO BapbupoBaTb
no rogam B 3aBMCUMOCTW OT MOTOAHbIX YCIOBUA 1N Hanu-
ymsa obpabaTbiBaeMblX MOMeN Ha CenbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHbLIX
MaccuBax B MPUrPaHWYHbIX panoHax Y3bekuctaHa, Typ-
KMeHucTaHa, TamxukuctaHa u AdraHmncraHa. Bo Bpems
31IMOBKM >KYPaBnu MOryT nepemMeLLaTbcst Mexay TeppuTo-
pusiMy B nNpedenax 3nuMoBoYHon obnactu (Pyctamos, Ja-
HOBeHKO, 2013), NO3TOMY MX y4eT XenaTenbHO NPOBOAUTb
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Puc. 1. Teppumopuu 3umMoeKu cepozo Xxypaesisi 8 bacceliHe eepxHell AMydapbu u HuxxHe20 [MaHOxa.
Fig. 1. Wintering area of the Eurasian Crane in the Upper Amu-Darya River Valley and the Lower Pyanj River.

Puc. 2. Yyémsbl xypaeneii ¢ nyHkma HabnroO0eHuUsl IoXHee
3eliumckozo edxp. ®omo 3. Pycmamoea

Fig. 2. Crane count from the observation point the south of the
Zeyit Reservoir. Photo by E. Rustamov

€eVHOBPEMEHHO Ha BCex y4YacTkax B bacceinHe AMyaapbu
NepeynCrieHHbIX CTpaH.

Ha npaBobGepexbe Amygapbu, Ha KOT Tannbivep-
DKeH, B siHBape 2016 r. 3umoBano He meHee 1027 xypaB-
nen, a B aekabpe Toro xe roga ydreHo 500 oc. (PycTta-
MOB 1 ap., 2017). MNpu yyeTax B gekabpe 2017 . n 2018 .
obLias YncrneHHoCTb Takke He npesbiwana 500 ocober.
Ha nesobepexbe Amymapbu, Ha KOT Kenud-3einut, B
nekabpe 2016 r. a3umoBano 2420 xypasnen, B TOM Yncre
Ha nonsix M'ynucTan — okono 300, BataHn — go 1000, Oaww-
kak — 350, Ha nonsax 3apoclmnx Kenudcknx osep — 757 n
Ha nonsx Tonypkak — 13 nTuy. B gekabpe 2017 r. yuteHo
TONMbKO 673 0co6M 1 BCe Ha Nonsix ypouuila BataH (PycTa-
MoB U ap., 2017, 2018), a B gekabpe 2018 . — Tonbko 21
XypaBnb B ypounLle MynuctaH n 607 3HaUUTENBHO HoXXHee
ero, brivke K TypkMeHo-adpraHckow rpaHuue. Takum obpa-

30M, CyMMapHasi Y/CINEHHOCTb XXypaBrel Ha aTuxX Teppu-
Topusax 3umon 2017/2018 n 2018/2019 6bina B 2,5 pasa
HWXe, Yem 3umon 2016/2017 rr.

PacnpeneneHuve xypaenen BO BpeMs KOPMEXEK onpe-
OenseTcs HanMyMeM Ha nonsix 4OCTaTOMHOrO KOnmnyecTsa
KOpMa — OCTaBLUMXCSI Mocre YOOpKU 3epeH MLieHnLbl U
ceMsiH COpHsIKoB. Tak, B aekabpe 2017 n 2018 rT. Ha yka-
3aHHbIX CEMbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHbIX MacCMBax 3epHOBbLIE He
cesanu, Nong nepenaxany 1 oCTaBUNW NOA 3anexb, No3To-
My MTWLbI NepPeMeCcTUnCb Ha ApyrMe Mecta KOPMEXKM,
YacTb M3 HUX AepXKanacb K tory oT 3eMUTCKOro BoAoXpa-
HUNMLLA, B MPUrPaHnYHbIX ¢ AdraHNCTaHOM yvacTkax, rae
Kopmunack Ha 3eneHsx (puc. 3). YacTtb xypaBsnew, ckopee
BCEro, 31MoBana elle toxHee no Amyaapbe BOOMb Typ-

Puc. 3. Mecma kopMméxku xypaenel K o2y om 3eliumckKo2o
8dxp. y epaHuybi ¢ AgpheaHucmaHom. ®omo 3. Pycmamosa

Fig. 3. Green fields the south of the Zeyit Reservoir near the
border with Afghanistan are crane feeding sites. Photo by
E. Rustamov
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Puc. 4. XKypaenu Ha KpamKkogpeMeHHOU ocmaHo8Ke 80 epems
oceHHel Muzpayuu 8 ypoyuuie xap. ®omo 3. Pycmamoea

Fig. 4. Cranes at the short-term stopover in Jar Site during au-
tumn migration. Photo by E. Rustamov

KMeHOo-adpraHckov rpaHuubl. XKypaenu Mcnonb3oBanu Te
€ MecTa HOYEBKU, YTO 1 B NpoLUnble rogbl: B Tanneimep-
[KeHe — Ha Kocax u octpoBax Amyaapbu, a Ha KOT “Ke-
nmnd-3ennt” Ha Kapakymaapbe, B 4YaCTHOCTU, Ha ocTaTkax
Kenundcknx o3ep 1, 4acTUYHO, Ha BogoxpaHunuile 3enur,
0COBEHHO Ha KXXHOM 1 BOCTOYHOM ero beperax.
OCHOBHbIE yrpo3bl — CO CTOPOHbI YenoBeka: 6pakoHbe-
pbl, KOTOPbIE OXOTATCS Ha 3VMYIOLLMX CePbIX 1 6enonobbix
rycem n yToK W, HEe UCKIIOYEHO, CTPEnsoT Xypasnen. Tak,
17 pekabps 2017 r. Mbl BCTPETUNM Tpex OpakoHbepoB, a
Takke BUOENW, KaK MECTHbIA XWUTeNb yCTaHaBnvBan Ha
HOYb B MOfe CETU BbICOTOM OKOMO ABYX METPOB B 1,5 kM OT
HalLero nyHkTa HabntogeHun. Mactywbn cobakun, a Takke
JAVKve 3Bepu, HanpuMep, nucula Tak >xe MoryT AobbiBaTh
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ocnabmnx unu monodblx ocobelr. Tak, B Houb ¢ 14 Ha 15
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Counts of Eurasian Cranes at wintering grounds
in the Amu-Darya River Valley, Turkmenistan, in 2018

E.A. Rustamov’', A.V. Belousova?, A.T. Beshimova'

"MENZBIER ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, ASHGABAT, TURKMENISTAN, E-MAIL: ELLDARU@MAIL.RU
2FGBU ALL-RUSSIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE “ECOLOGY”, MOSCOW, RUSSIA, E-MAIL: ANBELOUS@MAIL.RU

In December 2018, new data were obtained on the
numbers and movements of the Eurasian Crane in two
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in Turkmenistan: “Kelif-
Zeyit” IBA and the adjacent areas (the left bank of the
Amu-Darya River) and Tallymerjen IBA and the adjacent
areas (the right bank of the Amu-Darya River) (Rusta-
mov 2015, Rustamov et al. 2017, 2018). These terri-
tories are located in the northernmost part of the vast
wintering area of the Eurasian Crane in the valleys of
the Upper Amu-Darya and the Lower Pyandzh Rivers, in
the transboundary areas of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
Afghanistan and Tajikistan (Lanovenko & Kreuzberg
2002, Abdusalyamov 2004, Rustamov & Lanovenko
2013, Mitropolsky & Mardanova 2013) (Fig. 1). In some
years, the maximum crane number there can reach
35,000-37,000 individuals (Rustamov & Lanovenko
2013, Sorokin et al. 2014), which is 10% of the world
species population (BirdLife International 2011).

In 2018, the surveys were carried out on the right bank
of the Amu-Darya mainly within the IBA “Tallymerjen”
(167,701 hectares), which includes agricultural fields
(southern part) and clay-loess, sometimes sandy semi-
desert places (northern part), in the border with Uzbeki-
stan. On the left bank of the Amu-Darya the area within
the IBA “Kelif-Zeyit” (85,488 hectares) and adjacent
areas were surveyed. They include as undeveloped
sands (Obruchevskaya Steppe) as well as developed
fields, and the residual the Kelifsky Uzboy Lakes on
the left bank of the Karakum-Darya River. Counts were
carried out from 9 to 15 December from observation
points in the most probable places of crane flight be-
tween feeding and roosting sites (Fig. 2), and also dur-
ing driving with observation from dams, hills or any up-
per places, as in previous years (Rustamov et al 2017).

The crane numbers can vary greatly over the years,
depending on weather conditions and an agricultural
crop composition at the agricultural fields in the bor-
der areas of Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and
Afghanistan. During winter, cranes can move between
sites within the wintering area (Rustamov, Lanovenko,
2013), therefore, it is advisable to carry out simultane-
ous count at all sites in the listed countries.

In January 2016, at least 1,027 cranes wintered on
the right bank of the Amu-Darya River, in Tallymergen
IBA, and 500 individuals were counted in December
of that year (Rustamov et al., 2017). During counts
in December 2017 and 2018, the total number also
did not exceed 500 individuals. On the left bank of
the Amu-Darya River, in Kelif-Zeyit IBA, 2,420 cranes
wintered in December 2016. In December 2017, only
673 individuals were recorded (Rustamov et al., 2017,
2018), and in December 2018, only 21 cranes in Kelif-
Zeyit and 607 were counted significantly south, closer
to the Turkmen-Afghan border. Thus, the total number
of cranes in the winters of 2017/2018 and 2018/2019
was 2.5 times lower than in the winter of 2016/2017.

The distribution of cranes during feeding sites is deter-
mined by the presence of a sufficient amount of feed
in the fields — wheat seeds remaining after harvesting
and weed seeds. So, in December 2017 and 2018,
wheat was not planted at agricultural fields, they were
plowed and left for resting, so the birds moved to other
feeding sites, some of them much south of the Zeyit
Reservoir, in areas bordering Afghanistan, where they
fed at fields with winter wheat (Fig. 3). Some cranes
most likely wintered further south along the Amu-Dar-
ya River along the Turkmen-Afghan border. However,
cranes used the same roosting sites as in previous
years: in Tallymergen — on the spits and islands of the
Amu-Darya River, and in Kelif-Zeyit, partly on the rem-
nants of the Kelif Lakes, and partly on the Zeyit Res-
ervoir, especially on its southern and eastern shores.

Main threats are from people. During poaching of geese
and ducks, poachers can Kkill cranes also. On 17 De-
cember, we met three poachers. We also saw how a
local resident set up a net about two meters high in the
field for a night. Shepherd dogs, as well as wild animals,
such as foxes, can also catch weak or young individu-
als. So, on 14 October 2018, in the Jar Site, the north
of the Tallymerdjen, we sighted a group of six migrating
cranes who stopped there for night rest, and we count-
ed only five birds we counted in the next morning (Fig.
4). Nearby the remains of the sixth crane half-eaten by
fox were found (not far from the ravine) (Fig. 5).
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