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I'ne3noBaHMe IMOHCKUX KypaBJied Ha 0. Kynammup
(Caxanunckas odsactb) B 2018 m 2019 rr.

A.A. Kucnewko', E.E. Kosnosckuit', K. Momose?, KO.C. Momo3se??

MocyOAPCTBEHHbIV MPUPOOHbLIN 3ANOBEAHUK «KYPUNbCKUn», KOXXHO-KyPunbck, Poccus,
E-MAIL: KURILSKIY@MAIL.RU
2HMNO COXPAHEHME SINOHCKOIO XYPABNS, KYWMPO, 0. XOKKANOO, ANOHUA

SMEXOYHAPOOHAS CETb MO COXPAHEHUIO AIMOHCKOIO XYPABSIA

HabntooeHnsa 3a rHe3goBaHUEM SINOHCKMX KypaBren
Ha 0. KyHawwmp B 2018 1 2019 rr. BenM B xo4e nomnesbixX
paboT 1 OUCTaHLMOHHOIO CriexeHust 3a camkon benas,
NMOMEYEHHON MepPesaTYMKoM M LIBETHbIMW KOMbL @MU Ha
0. KyHawwmp B mae 2017 r. (Kucnenko n gp., 2018).

Me3doeaHue

BecHon 2018 r. nepBble ABa Xypaens 3aperucTpupo-
BaHbl 16 MapTa Ha n-Be Becnosckuin. Ha p. CepHoBoaka
napa >xypasren Bnepsble oTMedeHa 26 mapTa, a 1 anpe-
nsi B MONME pPeku BCTPeYeHa rpynna n3 natm ocoben.

B rHe3goBon nepuog (anpenb — UoHb) Ha OCTPOBE Mo-
CTOSIHHO Habnoganu nsaTe nap. [JononHUTensHO, B LiEH-
TparnbHOW YacTn ocTpoBa B parioHe 03. CepebpsiHoe aBa
pasa peructpupoBanu rno Tpu ntuusl — 20 mapta 1 10
oKTSI6ps. pn 3TOM OCeHbo 3TO Oblna napa ¢ NTEHLOM.
B rHe3noBoM nepuod, HECMOTPST Ha TwaTtenbHow obcne-
JoBaHue okpecTHocTen 03. CepebpsiHoe u npunexallen
TeppuTOpUK XXypaenu obHapyxeHbl He Bbinu. [osTomy He
SICHO, rHe3auMnach fn aTa napa Ha o3epe, Unu npunetena
ctofa c octpoBoB Maron Kypurnbckon rpsagpl.

[locToBepHble MecTa 0OUTaHUS NATU Nap pacrorno-
XeHbl: B panoHe Mbica [NanTycoB (ogHa napa), B novMme
p. CepHoBogka Ha 03. lNecyaHoe (ogHa napa), Ha n-Be
Becnosckuii (aBe napbl: 0gHa — B cpegHen yacTtu n-ea u
OofHa — B KXXHOM YacTu) n B Mexaypedbe benosepckoin n
Pvkopaa (camka benas ¢ naptHepom) (puc. 1).

Mapa B panoHe Mmbica [anTycoB, BEPOATHO, He rHes-
Aurnach, Tak Kak B Mae 1 UIoHe XXypaBrnen 40CTaToqHO pe-
rynspHo Habnogany KOPMALLUMUCA BMECTE NO HECKOSbKO
YacoB NoapsA.

Mapa B tokHOM YacTun N-oBa Becnosckui, ckopee BCero,
uMena Knagky, Tak Kak B Te4eHne Mas B palioHe rHe3foBa-
HUS MOCTOSIHHO MOXHO ObINO BUAETb TOMBKO OAHY MTHULLY.
OpHako rHe3goBaHue He ObINo YCNeLwHbIM: B MIOHE — ntorne
XypaBnewn perynspHo oTMevany BMecTe Ha rHe3goBOM
yyacTke 6e3 nTeHua.

B cpenHen yactu n-oBa BecrioBckuin napa ¢ NTEHLOM
obHapyxeHa 14 wionsa (puc. 2). B nocnegytoLiem nx nocro-
SIHHO OTMeYanu B panoHe rHe340Boro yyacTka. [locnegHuin

pas3 Cembto C feTatoLLMM NTEHLOM BCTPETUMN 12 HOAGPS.

B nonme p. CepHoBogka Ha 03. lNecyaHoe B mae u
Havane MIOHS AOCTATOMHO PerynsipHo Habnwoganu opHy
KOPMSILLYOCS NTULLY. 7 MIoNs NPy NPOBEeAEHUM y4eTa BoOo-
nnasatoLyx ntuy no p. CepHoBoaka 0bHapyKeHo rHe3no
XXypaBnen TekyLiero roga (puc. 3, 4). OHo pacnonaranocb
Ha 3abono4yeHHoON cTapule B 8 M OT pycna peku. Psgom
nepxanuce 06e NTuubl, KoTopble Benu cebsi o4eHb Tpe-
BOXHO. OHa netana BOKpYr C KpUKOM, @ BTOpasi MeaneH-
HO OTX0AuIia No BbICOKOTPaBbHo. 10 MX NOBeAEHNIO MOXHO
NPEeAnoroXnTb, YTO Y HUX €CTb NTeHel, HO PacCMOTPETb
€ro B BbICOKOW TpaBe He NnpeactaBnAaAnoCb BO3MOXHbIM.
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Puc. 1. Mecma 2He30oeaHus1 INOHCKUX )Xypaesnel Ha o. KyHa-
wup 8 2018 2.: 1 — HeeHe30sWasics1 napa Ha Mbice [Tanmycoe,
2 — napa e rXkHOU Yacmu n-oea Becnoeckuli, 3 — napa ¢ nmeH-
yom e cpedHell yacmu n-oea Becnoeckuli, 4 — napa ¢ meye-
Holl camkoli benasi u nmeHyom Ha p. benosepckas, 5 — napa c
nmeHuoMm Ha o3. [lecyaHoe e nolive p. CepHogoOdka

Fig. 1. Breeding sites of Red-crowned Cranes on the Kunashir
Island in 2018: 1 — nonbreeding pair in the Paltusov Cape, 2 —
pair in the south part of the Veslovsky Peninsula, 3 — pair with
a chick at the middle part of the Veslovsky Peninsula, 4 — pair
with tagged female Belaya and one chick in the Belozerskaya
and Rickord Interfluve, 5 — pair with a chick near the Pescha-
noye Lake in the Sernovodka River Valley
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Puc. 2. lMapa c nmeHyom e cpedHeli yacmu n-oea Becnoeckuti 14 urons 2018 2. omo E. Ko3noeckozo
Fig. 2. The pair with a chick at the middle part of the Veslovsky Peninsula on 14 July 2018. Photo by E. Kozlovsky

Puc. 3, 4. F'He300 xypaenel Ha 03. [lecyaHoe e nolive p. CepHoesodka e 2018 2. ®omo E. Kosnoeckozo
Fig. 3, 4. The nest of a crane pair in the Sernovodka River Valley in 2018. Photo by E. Kozlovsky

YcnewHocTb rHe3noBaHns NOATBEPAUIIN TOMbKO 2 OKTS-
Ops, Korga BCTPETUNM 3Ty Napy C yXe neTalLinm NTeH-
uom (puc. 5). Cembsi gepxanacb B panloHe rHe3goBOro
yyacTka go 3 gekabps.

Takum obpasom, B 2018 r. Ha o. KyHawwmp gocrosep-
HO obuTano NsTb Nap SINOHCKMX XXypaBnemn, U3 HUX Tpu
YCMELLHO BbIPACTWUN Mo ogHOMY nTeHLy. Bce Tpu nTeHua
MOOHSANNCL Ha KPbINoO.

B 2019 r. B toxHOM YacTu 0. KyHawump obutano 4etbipe
napsbl (puc. 6). Mapa c meyeHon camkon Benasi, rHe3as-
wasca B Mexaypedse benosepckon n Pukopaa, BbiBena
OBYX NTeHLoB. Ha n-oBe Becnosckuii oTMeYeHo ABe napbl.
OpHa u3 HKX, rHe3gsawascs B cpeaHen 4acTu nonyocTpo-
Ba, BCTPEYeHa B KOHLIE MIOHS ¢ ABYMS nTeHuamn. Bropas

Puc. 5. Mapa ¢ nmeHyom e nosneme Had o3. [lecuaHoe e 2018 2.
®omo E. Kosnoeckozo

Fig. 5. The pair with its chick in a flight above the Peschanoye
Lake in 2018. Photo by E. Kozlovsky
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napa, B KXKHOW 4YacTu N-oBa, BEPOATHO, HE 3arHe3amnach,
TaK Kak B Mae 1 MHe CaMKy M camua NOCTOsIHHO Habnto-
[anu KopmsawmMmcs Bmecte. YetBeptas napa >xypasnemn
rHesgunacb Ha 03. [NecyaHoe B nonme p. CepHoBoaka,
OofHako, NTeHLOoB He BbiBerna. B parioHe mbica MNanTtycos,
rae npexage NocTosiHHO PerncTpupoBany Tepputopuanb-
HYI0 Nnapy, OTMEYEH N1LLIb OOWH XKypaBIb, KOTOPbLIV B Ce-
peavHe vonga nepemMecTuncs Ha rn-os Becnosckun n aep-
Xarncsa TaMm Mexay OByMS TeppuTopuanbHbIMY napamu. B
2019 r. BNepBble OOCTOBEPHO MoATBEpXOeHO obuTaHue
OfHOW napbl AMOHCKMX Xypasnewn Ha cesepe 0. KyHalump
Ha 03. [lnnHHoe (puc. 7, 8).

Takum obpasom, B 2019 1. Ha 0. KyHalump oTMe4yeHo
NsATb Nap, U3 HUX TPU HE THE3AWUNMUCH UK NOTEPSANN NTEH-
LOB B MarneHbLKOM Bo3pacTe U [ABe napbl BbIBENW Mo ABa
nTeHua. Ha octpoBax Manon Kypunbckon rpsgpl, rge B
2017 r. oTMeYeHo YeTblpe napbl xypasnen, B 2019 1, B
ntone Habnoganu no ogHon nape Ha o. Kopun n o. 3ene-
HbI U OOWHOYHYH NTULY Ha 0. TaHdwuneesa. Ewe oaHa
napa >xypasren B rHesgoson nepuog 2018 n 2019 rr. no-
CTOsIHHO obuTana B pavoHe byxTbl [enbduH Ha o. LLnko-
TaH. TeHuoB y 310N Napbl He BbINo.
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Puc. 6. UHOueudyanbHble meppumopuu SITOHCKUX Xypaeneul
Ha roze o. KyHawup e 2019 2.: 1 — 00uH Xypaesb Ha M. [lanmy-
cos, 20e 8 npexHue 200bI Oepxanachk meppumopuasbHas napa;
2 — napa 6e3 nmeHyoe e rXHOU Yacmu n-oea Becroeckull,
3 - napa ¢ deyms nmeHuyamu e cpedHeli yacmu n-oea Becnoe-
ckuli, 4— napa c MeyeHol camkoli benasi u 0eymsi nmeHyamu Ha
p. benosepckas, 5 — napa 6e3 nmeHyoe Ha 03. [lecyaHoe

Fig. 6. Individual territories of Red-crowned Cranes in the Kuna-
shir Island in 2019: 1 — lone crane in the Paltusov Cape, where
the territorial pair was recorded in the previous years; 2 — pair
without chick at the south part of the Veslovsky Peninsula,
3 - pair with two chicks at the middle part of the Veslovsky Pen-
insula, 4 — pair with tagged female Belaya and two chicks in the
Belozerskaya and Rickord Interfluve, 5 — pair without chicks
near the Peschanoye Lake

Puc. 7. Mecmo o6umaHusi meppumopuasibHoli napb! Ha ceee-
pe o. KyHawup Ha 03. [JnuHHOe.

Fig. 7. Location of the territorial Red-crowned Crane pair in the
north of the Kunashir Island near the Dlinnoye Lake

Puc. 8. lNapa sinoHcKux )ypaenieu Ha 03. [nuHHoe. ®omo
E. Koznoseckozo

Fig. 8. Pair of cranes near the Dlinnoye Lake. Photo by
E. Kozlovsky

Ucmopus meyeHol camku Benas

Cawmka benasa nomeyeHa 25 masa 2017 r. Ha o. KyHa-
wup. OHa nposena 3umy 2017/2018 rr. Ha 0. Xokkango
(Kucnewiko v ap., 2018). CurHansl nepegatyvka ¢ mecTta
3umoBkM B Cubets (Shibecha) nepectanu noctynats 16
mapTa B 23.00. Bo3MOXHO, OHM NpeKkpaTuimch 13-3a rne-
peneta benont Ha o. KyHawmp. CurHansl BO30GHOBUNNCH
8 nIoHsa ¢ MecTa rHe3goBaHus Ha o. KyHawmp B mexaype-
ybe benosepckon n Pukopaa, a 19 noHsa cembs B NepBbI

UHpopmayuoHHbIl bronnemeHb PIXKE Ne 15, 2020
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pa3 3aperMcTpupoBaHa Ha 3TOW TEPPUTOPUU C MTEHLIOM
(pvc. 9). 21 niona nTeHua no uMmeHn MpuH okonbLeBanu
UBETHbIMU KomnbLamn (Benbli-kpacHbIA-3ENEHbI CBEPXY
BHM3) Ha MpaByl0 HOTy W CTaHOAPTHbIM antoOMUHUEBBLIM
KonbLoM — Ha nesyto (puc. 10). Mo gaHHbIM CMYTHUKOBO-
ro0 CrNeXeHWs N HenocpeacTBEHHbIX HabnioaeHnn cembs
Jepxanacbh B paioHe rHe340BOro y4acTka Ao TpeTben ae-
Kafbl OKTA0PsI. 22 OKTSAOPS OHa yneTena Ha 0. XOKKaao B
Beuykan (Betsukai). 3geck 4 HO6pst cembs 0OHapyxeHa
n ccotorpadmpoBaHa K. Momo3se okono moro4dHomn gep-
Mbl (puc. 11), roe Benasi ¢ napTHepom Obinm BCTpeYeHb! B
Havarne npoLUnon 3umbl. 27 HOSGPSA cemMbs BepHynach Ha
o. KyHawvp rge gepxanacb B ycTbe p. Pukopaa, HO yxe
6 nekabps oKkoHYaTeNnbHO MOKMHYMNa OCTPOB U BEPHYNach
B beuykan. 30 gekabps napa ¢ NTEHLOM nepemecTunach
n3 beuykasa Ha TpagMLMOHHOE MECTO 3UMOBKMN SMOHCKUX
Xypaenen B Cnbets, rge nposena Bclo 3umy. 19 sHBaps
2019 r. Benyto ¢ napTHepoM 1 NTeHUom ccoTorpadunpo-
Ban [. Apumbanbg, NOCETMBLUNIA 0. XOKKango ¢ rpynmnow
TypuctoB (puc. 12). 20 mapTa >xypaBnu NOKUHYNM MeCTO
3UMOBKM 1 noneTenu Ha o. KyHaiump. K coxxanenuto, B 9T0T
Xe OeHb curHan nepecran noctynartb npu nepeceyeHnn
nTvuen 3anvnea. HecmoTps Ha aT0, Npu obcnegoBaHum 23
anpens oHa BCTpeYeHa B paililoHe CBOeW rHe3qoBov Tep-
putopun B ycTbe p. Pukopga. MNocne otneta Benoin ¢ o.
Xokkango K. Momo3se npoBepun mecta ee 3umoBku B Cu-
0eTsa n obHapyxmn Monoaoro Xxypaensi [puHa B rpynne 13
35 xypaenewu, BkntovatoLmx 15 monogeix ntmy (puc. 13).

Puc. 9. Camka benass ¢ nmeHyom Ha 2He3doeoli meppumo-
puu e mexodypeybe Pukopda u Benosepckol e 2018 2. ®omo
E. Kosnoeckozo

Fig. 9. The female Belaya with her chick at the breeding site
in the Belozerskaya and Rickord Interfluve e 2018. Photo by
E. Kozlovsky

Puc. 10. KonbueeaHue nmeHua camku benasi 21 urons 2018 2.
@®omo E. Ko3noeckoeo

Fig. 10. Ringing of the chick of the female Belaya on 21 July
2018. Photo by E. Kozlovsky

Puc. 11. Bcmpeya Besioli ¢ napmHepom u nmeHyom 'puHom
Ha mosio4Hol ¢hepme e Beuyykali, Xokkalido, 4 HoOs6ps1 2018 2.
®omo K. Momo3se

Fig. 11. The female Belaya with her partner and offspring Green
near a dairy farm in Betsukai, Hokkaido, on 4 November 2018.
Photo by K. Momose
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Puc. 12. Bcmpeuya cembu Benoti e Cubemsi, Xokkatido, 19 siH-
eaps 2019 2. domo [. Apyubanboa

Fig. 12. The female Belaya with her family near Shibecha Town,
Hokkaido, on 19 January 2019. Photo by G. Archibald

Puc. 13. Bcmpe4a monodoezo xypaesns puHa e Cubems 22 map-
ma 2019 2., nocne omnema Benoli ¢ o. Xokkaiido 20 mapma.
@®omo K. Momose

Fig. 13. The crane Green in Shibecha Town, Hokkaido, on 22
March 2019, after the female Belaya’s departure from Hokkaido
on 20 March 2019. Photo by K. Momose.

Puc. 14. Camka Benasi Ha ceoeli 2He330e0li meppumopuu Ha
o. KyHawup e utoHe 2019 2. ®omo E. Ko3noeckozo

Fig. 14. The female Belaya at her breeding ground in the Kuna-
shir Island in June 2019. Photo by E. Kozlovsky

B noHe 2019 1. benyto 1 ee cemblo € ABYMS NTEHLUa-
MW TEKYLLLEro roaa perynsipHo permcTpmpoBanu B yCTbe p.
Pvkopaa n Ha mopckom nobepexbe, Kyaa NTuLbl BbIXOAW-
nn Ha kopmexky (puc. 14, 15, 16). lNocnegHsas BcTpeya
3aperucTtpupoBaHa 6 nionga 2019 r. (puc. 17). No gaHHbIM
OVCTaHUMOHHOTO cnexeHunsa benas npunetena Ha mecTa
3umoBku B beLykan Ha Xokkango 11 ceHTabps. 15 okTa-
Opsi OHa OTMeYeHa BOMOHTEPaMWU Ha 3TON TepPpPUTOPUM
©e3 nTeHuoB. Mo gaHHbIM cnexxeHunst 31 okTAbps oHa Bep-
Hynacb Ha 0. KyHawvp B panioH rHe3goBoOn TeppuTopuun.
Mpn obcnegoBaHMM COTPYAHMKaMM 3anoBefHMKa 2 HOS-
6ps, Benas BcTpeveHa Tam 6e3 napTHepa. 4 HOsIbps OHa
BepHyrnacb Ha Xokkango, U noka HemssecTHo, byaeT nu
OHa ¢ napTHepoM unu 6e3. VIx nTeHeL, BbINynMBLUMIACA B
2018 r.,, BcTpeyeH BonoHTepom 4 okts6ps 2019 r. B beuy-
kae, Xokkango (puc. 18).

UTak, ceMbsi C MeYeHbIMY XXypaBnsamu — camkon benas
1 nTeHuom MpuHom, B 2018/2019 rr. 3umoBanu Ha 0. Xok-
Kango no TOMy ke pacnopsaaky, 4To 1 aumon 2017/2018 rr.
— cHavana B beLykai, a ¢ KoHUa aekabps 1 10 OKOHYaHUS
3umoBKku — B Cubete. OceHbto benas onatb npunetena B
Beuykai, Ho 6e3 nTeHUoB. Bo3amoxHo, 4TO nTeHey, MpuH
2018 roga poxaeHuns ocTaBarcs B TedeHue neta Ha Xok-
Kango.

Puc. 15. ImeHybI Benoli 8 ycmbe p. Pukopda 29 utoHs1 2019 e.
@®omo E. Ko3noeckoeo

Fig. 15. Chicks of the female Belaya at the mouth of the Rickard
River on 29 June 2019. Photo by E. Kozlovsky

UHpopmayuoHHbIl bronnemeHb PIXKE Ne 15, 2020
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Puc. 16. Cembsi Benoli ¢ deyms nmeHyamu 29 uroHss 2019 2. ®omo E. Kosnoeckozo
Fig. 16. Belaya’s family with two chicks on 29 June 2019. Photo by E. Kozlovsky

Puc. 17. Bcmpeya cembu Besnoli ¢ nmenyamu 6 uronst 2019 2. ®omo E. Kosnoeckozo
Fig. 17. Sighting of Belaya’s family with two chicks on 6 July 2019. Photo by E. Kozlovsky

Jlumepamypa

Kucnerniko A.A., Kosnoeckuin E.E., MapkuH KO.M., Momose K.,
Unbsawenko E.N., Nnbsawenko B.1O., Momose 0., Jln X. 2018.
Pe3ynbraTthl MeYeHUst ANOHCKUX XXypasrnen Ha o. KyHawmp, Ky-
punbckne ocTposa, B 2017 r. — VHdopmaLumnoHHbI BlonneteHs
Paboyen rpynnel no xypasnsam Espasuu, 14: 151-160.

Puc. 18. Bcmpeua NpuHa, nomomka benol, e Beuyykatli 4 okmsi-
6ps1 2019 2. Pomo Ewuo MeH

Fig. 18. Green, the offspring of female Belaya, in Betsukai on 4
October 2019. Photo by Yoshio Gen

14 UHpopmayuoHHbIl 6ronnemeHs PIMKE Ne 15, 2020
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Red-crowned Cranes breeding in Kunashir Island
in Sakhalin Region in 2018 and 2019

A.A. Kisleiko', E.E. Kozlovsky', K. Momose?, Yu.S. Momose??

'KURILSKY STATE NATURE RESERVE, SOUTH KURILSK, RUSSIA,
E-MAIL: KURILSKIY@MAIL.RU
NGO RED-CROWNED CRANE CONSERVANCY, HOKKAIDO, JAPAN
SINTERNATIONAL RED-CROWNED CRANE NETWORK

Surveys of Red-crowned Cranes breeding grounds
in Kunashir Island, Russia in 2018 and 2019 were
conducted through field observations as well as through
distance monitoring of the female Belaya, tagged with
GPS-GSM transmitter in Kunashir Island in May 2017
(Kisleiko et al., 2018).

Breeding

In the spring 2018, the first two cranes were registered
in Kunashir Island on 16 March in the Veslovsky
Peninsula. In the Sernovodka River Valley a pair of
cranes was first recorded on 26 March, and on 1 April
a group of five individuals was sighted in the river
floodplain.

During the breeding period (April-June), five pairs were
constantly monitored on the island. Additionally, in the
central part of the island near the Serebryanoye Lake,
three birds were recorded two times: on 20 March
and on 10 October. In the fall, it was a pair with a
chick, although, despite a thorough survey of the lake
surroundings during the breeding period, cranes were
not found. Therefore, it is not clear whether this pair
bred on the lake, or flew here with a chick from islands
of the Lesser Kuril Islands.

Reliable breeding sites of five pairs were located in the
following places: at the Paltusov Cape (one pair); on the
Peschanoye Lake (one pair); in the Veslovsky Peninsula
(one pair - in the middle of the peninsula and another - in
its southern part); and in the Belozerskaya and Rickord
Interfluve (female Belaya with her partner) (Fig. 1).

The pair in the Paltusov Cape probably did not breed,
because in May and June, cranes were regularly
observed feeding together for several hours in a row.

The pair in the southern part of the Veslovsky Peninsula
most likely had a clutch, since during May it was always
possible to see only one bird at the breeding territory.
However, breeding probably was not successful, as in
June and July cranes were regularly recorded together
at the breeding territory without a chick.

In the middle part of the Veslovsky Peninsula, a pair

with a chick was sighted on 14 July (Fig. 2). Later they
were constantly recorded at their breeding area and
the last time the family was met with a flying chick was
on 12 November.

In the Sernovodka River Valley near the Peschanoye
Lake in May and the beginning of June, one feeding
bird was regularly observed. On 7 July, during the
waterfowl count along the river, a crane nest of the
current year was found (Fig. 3, 4). It was located in a
swampy area, 8 m from the river bed. Both birds stayed
nearby and their behavior was very anxious. One crane
flew around with a scream, and another one slowly
went away. According to their behavior, we can assume
that they had a chick, but it was not possible to look at
it in the tall grass. The success of the breeding was
confirmed on 2 October when this pair was sighted with
an already flying chick (Fig. 5). The familystayed at its
breeding site until 3 December.

Thus, in 2018, five pairs of Red-crowned Crane reliably
bred in Kunashir Island, and three of them each
successfully raised one chick. All three chicks fledged
and started to fly.

During the breeding season of 2019, four pairs were
recorded in the south part of Kunashir Island (Fig. 6).
The pair with a tagged female Belaya, who bred in the
Belozerskaya and Rickord Interfluve, had two chicks. In
the Veslovsky Peninsula there were two pairs. One of
them from the middle of the peninsula was sighted with
two chicks in late June. The other one from the south part
of the peninsula probably did not breed as both partners
were regularly observed feeding together. The forth
pair in the Sernovodka River Valley near Peschanoye
Lake probably incubated its clutch but later was sighted
without chicks. On the Paltusov Cape, where the
territorial pair was recorded in the previous year, only
one bird was observed. In middle July it moved to the
Veslovsky Peninsula and stayed between two territorial
pairs there. In 2019 for the first time, one pair of Red-
crowned Cranes was reliably observed in the north of
Kunashir Island near the Dlinnoye Lake (Fig. 7, 8).
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Thus, in 2019 five pairs were recorded in Kunashir
Island. Three pairs did not breed or lost their chicks
during their early age, and two pairs had two chicks
each. In the Lesser Kuril Islands, where four pairs of
cranes were observed in 2017, in July of 2019, one
pair was observed in Yuri Island and in Zeleny Island
each and a single bird in Tanfiliev Island. Another pair
of cranes in the breeding season of 2018 and 2019
stayed permanently near the Dolphin Bay in Shikotan
Island. No chicks have been recorded for this pair.

The history of the female Belaya and her family

The female Belaya was tagged on 25 May 2017
in Kunashir Island, and spent winter 2017/2018 in
Hokkaido (Kisleiko et al, 2018). The last signal from
the transmitter in Shibecha was on 16 March 2018 at
23:00. Most likely, the female Belaya along with her
partner flew to Kunashir Island at that time. The signal
resumed on 8 June 2018 from the breeding grounds
in the Belozerskaya and Rickord Interfluve, and on 19
June, Belaya was registered for the first time at this
territory with a small chick (Fig. 9). On 21 July, the chick
named Green was marked with color rings (white-red-
green from top to bottom) on the right leg and a standard
aluminum ring on the left leg (Fig. 10). According to
tracking and direct observations, the family stayed at
its breeding site until the third week of October. On
22 October, Belaya flew to Betsukai, Hokkaido. On 4
November 2018, the family was discovered there and
the photo was taken by Kunikazu Momose (Fig. 11).
The family of Belaya stayed at the same place near
a dairy farm where they were in winter 2017/2018
(Kisleiko et al, 2018). On 27 November, the family
returned to Kunashir Island at the mouth of the Rickord
River, but on 6 December, they finally left the island and
returned to Betsukai in Hokkaido. On 30 December, a
pair with a chick moved from Betsukai to the traditional
wintering site of Red-crowned Cranes in Shibecha
Town, where Belaya with her partner spent the whole

winter, same as in the previous year. On 19 January
2019, George Archibald, while visiting Hokkaido with a
group of tourists, photographed Belaya with her partner
and her chick (Fig. 12). On 20 March, cranes left the
wintering grounds and flew in the direction of Kunashir
Island. Unfortunately, on the same day the signal
stopped coming when the bird crossed the bay. Despite
this, on 23 April during a survey, Belaya was met at
her breeding territory (Fig. 13). After the departure of
Belaya from Hokkaido, on 22 March, Kunikazu Momose
checked wintering grounds and found Green, the chick
of the female Belaya, in Shibecha, in the group of 35
cranes, including 15 subadults (Fig. 14).

Since the third week of June 2019, Belaya’s family
with chicks were regularly recorded at the mouth of the
Rickard River and on the sea coast, where they were
feeding (Fig. 15, 16). The last sighting of Belaya with
her two chicks was recorded on 6 July 2019 (Fig. 17).

According to tracking data, in 2019, Belaya arrived
at the wintering ground in Betsukai in Hokkaido on
11 September. On 15 October, she was sighted by
volunteers with her partner, but without offspring. On
31 October, she returned to Kunashir Island and was
seen without her partner by the staff of the Kurilsky
Nature Reserve on 2 November 2019. On 5 November
she returned to Hokkaido, and it is not known if she will
be met by her partner or be without him. Her offspring,
Green, who hatched in 2018, was sighted by a volunteer
on 4 October in Betsukai, Hokkaido (Fig. 18).

So, in the winter 2018/2019, the family of the marked
cranes — the female Belaya and her offspring Green,
wintered in Hokkaido the same places as the previous
winter: first in Betsukai, and then from the end of
December until the end of wintering period — in
Shibecha Town. In autumn 2019, Belaya again arrived
in Betsukai, but without chicks. It is assumed that her
offspring Green spent the summer in Hokkaido.
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